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RULES AND ORDERS 



OF THE 



SENATE. 



KELATIVE TO FUNCTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT. 

1. The President having taken the chair, and a quorum being pre- 
sent, the journal of the preceding day shall be read, to the end that 
any mistake shall be corrected that shall have been made in the 
entries. 

2. The President shall have a general direction of the Chamber, 
and he shall have the right to name any member to perform the duties 
of the Chair. 

3. The President shall rise to put the question, but may state it 
sitting. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: " as 
many as are of opinion that (as the question may be) say Aye; 97 
and after the affirmative voice is expressed, " as many as are of a 
contrary opinion, say No" If the President doubt, or a count be 
called for, the Senate shall divide; those in the affirmative of the 
question shall first rise from their seats, and afterwards those in the 
negative. 

4. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions, shall be signed by the 
President ; and all writs, warrants and subpoenas issued by order 
of the Senate, shall be under his hand and seal, attested by the 
Secretary. 

5. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the galle- 
ries or lobby, the President or presiding officer shall have the power 
to order the same to be cleared. 

RELATIVE TO DEBATE AND DECORUM. 

6. No member shall speak to another, or otherwise interrupt the 
business of the Senate, during the reading of the journals or any 
document, or when any member is speaking. 
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4 RULES AND ORDERS 

7. Every member, when he speaks, shall address the chair, stand- 
ing in his place, and when he has finished, shall sit down. 

8. No member shall speak more than twice on one question on the 
same day, without leave of the Senate, except in Committee of the 
Whole. 

9. When two or more rise at the same time, the President shall 
name the one to speak; but in all cases, the person first rising shall 
speak first. 

10. When a motion shall be made, it shall be reduced to writing, 
if desired by the President, or any member, and delivered in at the 
table, and read by the Secretary, before the same shall be debated. 

11. When a question is under consideration, no motion shall be 
received but to adjourn, to lay on the table, to postpone indefinitely, 
to postpone to a certain day, to commit or to amend, to divide the 
question, which several motions shall have precedence in the order 
in which they are named, and the motion of adjournment shall 
always be in order except when a member is speaking, or when the 
yeas and nays are being called, or a division of the House is called, 
and not yet announced by the chair, and be decided without debate, 
but a motion to adjourn to a day beyond the following day shall not 
be in order until the previous question shall have been decided, that 
when the Senate shall adjourn, it shall be adjourned to the future day 
named. 

12. When a member shall be called to order, he shall sit down, until 
the President shall have determined whether he is in order or not ; 
and every question of order shall be decided by the President with- 
out debate: but if there be a doubt in his mind, he may call for the 
sense of the Senate, but any member may appeal from the decision 

of the chair. 

13. If a member be called to order for words spoken, the excep- 
tionable words shall be immediately taken down in writing, by the 
Secretary, that the President may be enabled to judge of the matter. 

ORDER OF THE BUSINESS OF THE DAY. 

14. All questions relative to the priority of business to be acted 
upon, shall be decided without debate; but no motion to call up a 
bill out of its regular order, shall be allowed unless by the consent of 
two-thirds of the Senate present. 

15. After the reading of the journal, the President shall call for 
reports of committees, motions and bills or resolutions introduced 
according to previous notice, before entering upon the order of the 
day. 
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OF THE SENATE. O 

16. The unfinished business in which the Senate was engaged at 
the last preceding adjournment, shall have the preference in the 
order of the day; and no motion, or any other business, shall be 
received, without special leave of the Senate, until the former is 
disposed of. 

IT. In the order of the day, business shall have precedence as 
follows : 

1st. The first reading of Bills and Resolutions from the other 
House. 

2d. Bills, etc., fixed for that particular day. 

3d. Bills, etc., at their third reading. 

4th. Bills, etc., at their second reading. 

AMENDMENT. 

1 8. No new motion or proposition shall be admitted, under color 
of amendment, as a substitute for the motion or proposition under 
debate. 

QUESTION, 

VOTE AYES AND NOES BALLOT. 

19. After a motion is stated by the President, or read by the Secre- 
tary, it shall be deemed in possession of the House, but may be 
withdrawn at any time before a decision or amendment. 

20. If the question in debate contain several points, any member 
may have the same divided; but a motion to strike out and insert 
shall be deemed indivisible. 

21. Every member who shall be in the House when a question is 
put, in public or private sittings, shall give his vote, unless the 
House, for special reasons, excuse him. 

22. When a motion is made and put to vote, it shall be considered 
as lost when it fails to get the votes of a majority of the members 
present. 

23. When the yeas and nays shall be called for by one of the 
members present, and seconded by another, each member called upon 
shall declare openly, and without debate, his assent or dissent to the 
question. In taking the yeas and nays, and upon a call of the 
Senate, the names of the members shall be taken alphabetically. 

24. No member shall vote on any question in the event of which 
he is immediately interested or in any case where he was not present 
when the question was put. Upon a division and count of the House 
on any question, no member without the bar shall be counted. 
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25. In filling up blanks the largest sum and longest time shall be 
first put. 

26. All elections shall be decided by a majority of the members 
present, except of committees. 

2*7. All questions on amendments, or extending to the merits, be- 
ing short of the final question, shall be decided by a majority of the 
members present, although a greater number be required for the 
decision of the final question. 



RECONSIDERATION. 

28. When the question has been once made and decided in the af- 
firmative, or negative, it shall be in order for any member of the 
majority to move for the reconsideration thereof; but no motion for 
the reconsideration of any vote shall be in order after a bill, resolu- 
tion, message, report, amendment or motion upon which the vote was 
taken, shall have gone out of the possession of the Senate; nor shall 
any motion for reconsideration be in order, unless made on the same 
day on which the vote was taken, or within the next day; and when 
the reconsideration shall have been once taken, it shall be considered 
final. 



MESSAGES. 

29. Messages shall be carried to the House of Representatives by 
the Secretary, who shall previously endorse the determination of the 
Senate thereon. 

30. Messages sent from the House of Representatives by their Clerk, 
shall be received at the table by the Secretary, and by him shall be 
delivered to the President of the Senate. 

31. Messages are introduced in any state of business, except while 
a question is putting, while the yeas and nays are calling. 

COMMITTEES. 

32. All Committees shall be appointed by the President, unless 
otherwise directed by the Senate; in which case a plurality of votes 
shall make a choice; but when any subject or matter shall have 
been referred to a Select Committee, any subject or other matter 
of a similar nature, may, on motion, be referred to the same Com- 
mittee. 
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OP THE SENATE. * 

33. On the first or second day after commencement of every ses- 
sion, seventeen Standing Committees shall be appointed, viz: 

1. A Committee on Elections. 

2. A Committee on Claims. 

3. A Committee on Unfinished Business. 

4. A Committee on Enrolled Bills. 

5. A Committee for Auditing and Supervising the expenses 

of the Senate. 

6. A Committee on Public Education. 

1. A Committee on Internal Improvements. 

8. A Committee on the Judiciary. 

9. A Committee of Commerce, Agriculture and Manufactures. 

10. A Committee on Federal Relations. 

11. A Committee to visit the Penitentiary. 

12. A Committee on Militia. 

13. A Committee on Finance. 

14. A Committee on Amendments to the Constitution. 

15. A Committee on Lands and Levees. 

16. A Committee on Banks and Banking. 
11. A Committee on Charitable Institutions. 

34. No Committee shall sijt during the sitting of the Senate with- 
out special leave. 

35. It shall be in order for the Committee on Enrolled Bills to re- 
port at any time. 

36. When motions are made for reference of the same subject to 
a Select Committee, and to a Standing Committee, the question on 
reference to the Standing Committee shall be first put. 

BILLS. 

FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD READING COMMITTEE OP THE WHOLE. 

31. One day's notice, at least, shall be given of an intended motion 
for leave to bring in a bill, unless two-thirds of the Senate direct 
otherwise. (It has been decided by the Senate that two-thirds of 
the members present is meant; Friday, February 21th, 1846.) 

38. Every bill shall receive three readings previous to being passed, 
and the President shall give notice at each, whether it be the first, 
second or third; which readings shall be on three different days, un- 
less four-fifths of the Senate shall direct otherwise; and all resolu- 
tions to which the concurrence of the House of Representatives is 
requested, shall be treated in all respects, in the introduction and 
form of proceedings on thein in the Senate, in a similar manner with 
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8 RULES AND ORDERS 

bills, and all other resolutions and reports of committees shall lie on 
the table one day. 

39. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if op- 
position be made to it, the question shall be, "shall this bill be rejected ? " 
If no opposition be made, or if the question to reject be negatived, 
the bill shall go to its second reading without a question. 

40. No bill shall be committed or amended until it shall have been 
twice read. 

41. All bills, at their second reading, may be discussed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on motion to that effect; and in such case the 
President may preside over the Senate, or call any member to the 
chair. 

42. The final question upon the second reading of every bill or 
resolution originating in the Senate, and requiring three readings 
previous to its being passed, shall be, " Whether it shall be en- 
grossed and read a third time ? " 

43. No amendment shall be received for discussion at the third 
reading of any bill or resolution, unless by the consent of two-thirds 
of the members present; but it shall at all times be in order, before 
the final passage of any such bill or resolution, to move its commit- 
ment, and should such commitment take place, and any amendment 
be reported by the committee, the said bill or resolution shall be 
again read a second time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and then the aforesaid question shall be again put. 

MEMORIAL OR PETITION. 

44. Before any petition or memorial addressed to the Senate shall 
be received and read at the table, whilst the same shall be intro- 
duced by the President or a member, a brief statement of the con- 
tents of the petition or memorial shall verbally be made by the 
introducer. 

45. When the reading of a paper is called for and the same is 
objected to by any member, it shall be determined by the Senate and 
without debate. 

CLOSED DOORS. 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 

46. On motion made to shut the doors of the Senate on the dis- 
cussion of any business which may, in the opinion of any member, 
require secrecy, the President shall direct the gallery or lobby to be 
cleared; and during the discussion of such motion, the doors shall 
remain shut. 
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OF THE SEN ATE. 9 

47. All confidential communications made by the Executive of the 
State to the Senate, shall be, by the members thereof, kept inviola- 
bly secret until the Senate take off the injunction of secrecy by re- 
solution. 

48. All information or remarks, touching or concerning the cha- 
racter or qualifications of any person nominated to the Senate for 
office shall be kept secret. 

49. When nominations shall be made by the Executive of the State 
to the Senate, a future day shall be assigned for taking them into 
consideration, unless two-thirds of the Senate shall direct otherwise. 

50. The proceedings of the Senate, when they act in their execu- 
tive capacity, shall be kept'in separate and distinct books. 

51. In voting upon a nomination from the Governor for office, or 
upon a recommendation for a reprieve or pardon, or a commutation 
of punishment, or for remission of fine or forfeiture, a majority of 
votes shall be necessary for a decision ; and no motion shall be re- 
ceived for reconsideration of any decision of the Senate in its exe- 
cutive capacity. 

SECRETARY— CLERKS— JOURNALS. 

52. The proceedings of the Senate, when not acting in Committee 
of the Whole, shall be entered on the journal as concisely as possi- 
ble, care being taken to detail a true and accurate account of the 
proceeding. 

53. Every vote of the Senate snail be entered on the journal, with 
a concise statement of the question, and a brief statement of the 
contents of each petition, memorial or paper presented to the Senate, 
shall be also inserted on the journal. 

54. All questions of order shall be noted by the Secretary, with 
the decision, and put together at the end of the journal ef every 
session. 

55. In case any Clerk, Sergeant-at-arms, or door-keeper of the 
Senate, fail to perform his duty, the Secretary thereof shall make a 
report without delay. 

56. The Secretary or Assistant Secretary shall read the journal 
daily, from the sheet he takes his minutes, and after being so read 
and corrected, and not before, the said minutes shall be examined by 
the Secretary of the Senate, and if necessary corrected and amended 
under the sanction of the Senate, and copies, in both languages, fur- 
nished to the printer, authenticated by the signature of the Secreta- 

2 
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10 RULES AND ORDERS 

ry, by 10 o'clock of the day following that on which it shall have 
been read. 

57. The Secretary shall consider himself responsible to the Senate 
for the accuracy of the journal in both languages, and for the fideli- 
ty and prompt execution of all translations ordered; he shall keep 
the Bill-book and the Executive Journal of the Senate in his own 
handwriting; he shall endorse all bills, joint resolutions, and all other 
documents proper to be endorsed, he shall keep in his charge all 
bills and documents in the custody of the Senate, and keep them in 
proper order, and the Clerks shall consider themselves subordinate 
to him, and under his control and direction; and it shall be their duty 
to attend in the clerk's room from 9 o'clock in the morning to the 
hour of anjournment, and from 4 o'clock p. m. till further attendance 
be dispensed with by the Secretary, who shall lay before the Presi- 
dent the names of the Clerk, with a note opposite to each, indicating 
that he was present or absent (as the case may have been) on the 
day preceding. 

58. The Assistant Secretary of the Senate shall, in the event of 
the absence, resignation or death of the Secretary, take charge and 
attend to all the duties of the office, until a successor shall have 
been elected. He shall assist in carrying messages to the lower 
House, and may sign and endorse all Bills, Joint Resolutions, Reso- 
tions and all other documents proper to be signed or endorsed by 
the Secretary. He shall assist in superintending the work to be per- 
formed by the Clerks of the Senate. It shall be his duty to report 
to the Secretary all neglect, incapacity or absence, without leave, of 
any of the Clerks. And as Minute Clerk of the Senate, he shall 
keep a proper journal of all the proceedings of the Senate, which he 
shall have ready to be read every morning at the meeting of the 
Senate. 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS— DOOR-KEEPER. 

59. A Sergeant-at-Arms shall be appointed, to hold his office dur. 
ing the pleasure of the Senate: whose duty it shall be to attend the 
Senate during its sittings, to execute the commands of the Senate 
from time to time, together with all such process, issued by the au- 
thority thereof, as shall be directed to him by the President. 

60. A door-keeper shall be appointed, to hold his office during the 
pleasure of the Senate; whose duty it shall be to keep the door of 
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OF THE SENATE. 11 

the lobby, to announce messages, to have the charge of the Senate 
Chamber, and to perform such other duties as the members may re- 
quire. 

JEFFERSON'S MANUAL. 

AMENDMENT OP RULES. 

61. On any question of order and parliamentary practice, when 
those rules are silent or inexplicit, the Manual of Mr. Jefferson shall 
be considered authority. 

62. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be rescinded or 
changed, without one day's notice being given of the motion there- 
for; nor shall any rule be suspended, except by a vote of at least 
two-thirds of the members present. 

(Signed) C. H. MOUTON, 

Lieutenant Governor and President of the Senate. 

(Certified) J. A. WARNER, 

Secretary of the Senate. 
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Hon. C. H. MOUTON, Lieut. Governor and President of the Senate. 



BEATTY, A., Assumption, Terrebonne and La- 
fourche. 
BUFFINGTON, T. J., East Baton Rouge. 
BERAULT, St. MAURICE, St. John Baptist and 

St. James. 
CHEW, P., Concordia and Tensas. 
DUCROS, J. M., Plaquemines, St. Bernard and 

Orleans (right bank). 
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HYAMS, H. M., Orleans. 
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KIDD, W. M., Morehouse, Ouachita, Union and 

Jackson. 
KENNER, D. F., St. John Baptist, St. James and 

Ascension. 



LAVERGNE, JULES, Orleans. 

MACMURDO, J. R., Orleans. 

MARTEL, B. A., St. Landry and Calcasieu. 

MUNDAY, G. W., East Feliciana. 

OLIVER, F., Catahoula, Caldwell and Franklin. 

PEARCE, B. W., Bienville, Claiborne, Winn and 

Bossier. 
PHILLIPS, H., Natchitoches, Sabine, DeSoto and 

Caddo. 
PELLERIN, D., Lafayette, Calcasieu and St. 

Landry. 
RYAN, M., Rapides and Avoyelles. 
RICHARDSON, H., Washington, St. Helena and 

St. Tammany. 
SCOTT, W. S., Carroll. 
SIMMES,B. B., West Baton Rouge, Point Coupee 

and West Feliciana. 
St. PAUL, H. W., Orleans. 
TAYLOR, \V. R., Jefferson and St. Charles. 
WOODS, E. D., West Baton Rouge and Iberville. 
WITHERS, D. D., Orleans. 
WALKER, J. W. f St. Mary. 



Warner, James A., Secretary. 
Lkvison, A., Assistant Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



STATE OF LOUISIANA. 



PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of the State of Louisiana, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution. 

TITLE I. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

Article 1. The powers of the Government of the State of Louis- 
iana shall be divided into three distinct departments, and each of 
them be confided to a separate body of magistracy, to wit: those 
which are Legislative to one ; those which are Executive to another, 
and those which are Judicial to another. 

Art. 2. No one of these departments, nor any person holding 
office in one of them, shall exercise power properly belonging to 
either of the others, except in the instances hereinafter expressly 
directed or permitted. 

TITLE II. 

legislative department. 

Article 3. The Legislative power of the State shall be vested in 
two distinct branches, the one to be styled " the House of Represen- 
tatives," the other " the Senate," and both " the General Assembly 
of the State of Louisiana." 

Art. 4. The members of the House of Representatives shall con- 
tinue in service for the term of two years from the day of the closing 
of the general elections. 
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2U CONSTITUTION OF THE 

Art. 5. Representatives shall be chosen on the first Monday in 
November, every two years; and the election shall be completed in 
one day. The General Assembly shall meet annually, on the third 
Monday in January, unless a different day be appointed by law, and 
their sessions shall be held at the seat of government. 

Art. 6. Every duly qualified elector under this Constitution shall 
be eligible to a seat in the General Assembly; provided that no per- 
son shall be a Representative or Senator, unless he be, at the time 
of his election, a duly qualified voter of the Representative or Sena- 
torial District from which he is elected. 

Art. 7. Elections for members of the General Assembly shall be 
held at the several election precincts established by law. The Legis- 
ture may delegate the power of establishing election precincts to the 
parochial or municipal authorities. 

Art. 8. Representation in the House of Representatives shall be 
equal and uniform, and shall be regulated and ascertained by the 
total population of each of the several Parishes of the State. Each 
Parish shall have at least one Representative. No new Parish shall 
be created with a territory less than six hundred and twenty-five 
square miles, nor with a population less than the full number entitl- 
ing it to a Representative, nor when the creation of such new Parish 
would leave any other Parish without the said extent of territory 
and amount of population. 

The first enumeration by the State authorities under this Constitu- 
tion shall be made in the year 1853, the second in the year 1858, the 
third in the year 1865; after which time, the General Assembly shall 
direct in what manner the census shall be taken, so that it be made 
at least once in every period of ten years, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the total population in each Parish and election district. 

At the first regular session of the Legislature after the making of 
each enumeration, the Legislature shall apportion the representation 
among the several Parishes and election districts, on the basis of the 
total population as aforesaid. A representative number shall be 
fixed, and each Parish and election district shall have as many Re- 
presentatives as its aggregate population shall entitle it to, and an 
additional Representative for any fraction exceeding one-half 1 the 
Representative number. The number of Representatives shall not 
be more than one hundred, nor less than seventy. 

Until an apportionment shall be made, and elections held under the 
same, in accordance with the first enumeration to be made as direct- 
ed in this article, the Representation in the Senate and House of 
Representatives shall be and remain as at present established by law. 
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STATE OF LOUISIANA. 21 

The limits of the Parish of Orleans are hereby extended, so as to 
embrace the whole of the present city of New Orleans, including 
that part of the Parish of Jefferson formerly known as the City of 
Lafayette. 

All that part of the Parish of Orleans which is situated on the left 
bank of the Mississippi river, shall be divided by the Legislature 
into not more than ten Representative Districts, and until a new ap- 
portionment shall be made according to the first census to be taken 
under this Constitution, that part of the City of New Orleans which 
was comprised within the former limits of the City of Lafayette, 
shall vote for Senators from the Parish of Orleans, and form the 
Tenth Representative District, and shall elect two out of the three 
Representatives now apportioned by law to the Parish of Jefferson; 
the other Representative Districts shall remain as they are now 
established. 

Art. 9. The House of Representatives shall choose its Speaker 
and other officers. 

Art. 10. Every free white male who has attained the age of 
twenty-one years, and who has been a resident of the State twelve 
months next preceding the election, and the last six months thereof 
in the Parish in which he offers to vote, and who shall be a citizen 
of the United States, shall have the right of voting; but no voter, 
on removing from one Parish to another, within the State, shall lose 
the right of voting in the former until he shall have acquired it in 
the latter. Electors shall in all cases, except treason, felony, or 
breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest, during their attend- 
ance at, going to, or returning from elections. 

Art. 11. The Legislature shall provide by law, that the names 
and residence of all qualified electors of the City of New Orleans 
shall be registered, in order to entitle them to vote; but the registry 
shall be free of cost to the elector. 

Art. 12. No soldier, seaman or marine in the Army or Navy of 
the United States, no pauper, no person under interdiction, nor under 
conviction of any crime punishable with hard labor, shall be entitled 
to vote at any election in this State. 

Art. 13. No person shall be entitled to vote at any election held 
in this State, except in the Parish of his residence, and in cities and 
towns divided into election precincts, in the election precinct in 
which he resides. 

Art. 14. The members of the Senate shall be chosen for the term 
of four 3 r ears. The Senate, when assembled, shall have the power 
to choose its officers. 
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Art. 15. The Legislature, in every year in which they shall ap- 
portion representation in the House of Representatives, shall divide 
the State into Senatorial Districts. No Parish shall be divided in 
the formation of a Senatorial District — the Parish of Orleans except- 
ed. And whenever a new Parish shall be created, it shall be at- 
tached to the Senatorial District from which most of its territory 
was taken, or to another contiguous district, at the discretion of the 
Legislature; but shall not be attached to more than one district. 
The number of Senators shall be thirty-two, and they shall be appor- 
tioned among the Senatorial Districts according to the total popula- 
tion contained in the several districts; Provided, that no Parish shall 
be entitled to more than five Senators. 

Art. 16. In all apportionments of the Senate, the population of 
the city of New Orleans shall be deducted from the population of 
the whole State, and the remainder of the population divided by the 
number twenty-seven, and the result produced by this division shall 
be the Senatorial ratio entitling a Senatorial District to a Senator. 
Single or contiguous Parishes shall be formed into Districts, having 
a population the nearest possible to the number entitling a District 
to a Senator ; and if, in the apportionment to be made, a Parish or 
District fall short of, or exceed the ratio one-fifth, then a District may 
be formed, having not more than two Senators, but not otherwise. 
No new apportionment shall have the effect of abridging the term of 
service of any Senator already elected at the time of making the ap- 
portionment. After an enumeration has been made as directed in 
the eighth article, the Legislature shall not pass any law until an 
apportionment of representation in both Houses of the General 
Assembly be made. 

Art. 17. At the first session of the General Assembly after this 
Constitution takes effect, the Senators shall be equally divided by lot 
into two classes; the seats of the Senators of the first class shall be 
vacated at the expiration of the second year; of the second class, at 
the expiration of the fourth year; so that one-half shall be chosen 
every two years, and a rotation thereby kept up perpetually. In 
case any District shall have elected two or more Senators, said Sena- 
tors shall vacate their seats respectively at the end of two and four 
years, and lots shall be drawn between them. 

Art. 18. The first election for Senators shall be general through- 
out the State, and at the same time that the general election for 
Representatives is held; and thereafter there shall be biennial elec- 
tions to fill the places of those whose time of service may have 
expired. 
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Art. 19. Not less than a majority of the members of each House 
of the General Assembly shall form a quorum to do business; but a 
smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and shall be authorized 
by law to compel the attendance of absent members. 

Art. 20. Bach House of the General Assembly shall judge of the 
qualification, election and returns of its members; but a contested 
election shall be determined in such manner as shall be directed by 
law. 

Art. 21. Each House of the General Assembly may determine 
the rules of its proceedings, punish a member for disorderly be- 
havior, and with the concurrence of two-thirds expel a member, but 
not a second time for the same offence. 

Art. 22. Each House of the General Assembly shall keep and 
publish a weekly journal of its proceedings; and the yeas and nays 
of the members on any question shall, at the desire of any two of 
them, be entered on the journal. 

Art. 23. Each House may punish by imprisonment any person, 
not a member, for disrespectful and disorderly behavior in its pre- 
sence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings. Such imprisonment 
shall not exceed ten days for any one offence. 

Art. 24. Neither House, during the sessions of the General As- 
sembly shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which they may be 
sitting. 

Art. 25. The members of the General Assembly shall receive 
from the public treasury a compensation for their services, which 
shall be four dollars per day during their attendance, going to and 
returning from the session of their respective Houses. The compen- 
sation may be increased or diminished by law; but no alteration shall 
take effect during the period of service of the members of the House 
of Representatives by whom such alteration shall have been made. 
No session shall extend to period beyond sixty days, to date from its 
commencement; and any legislative action had after the expiration 
of the said sixty days, shall be null and void. This provision shall 
not apply to the first Legislature which is to convene after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution. 

Art. 26. The members of the General Assembly shall, in all cases 
except treason, felony, breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest 
during their attendance at the sessions of their respective Houses, 
and going to or returning from the same, and for any speech or de- 
bate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other place. 
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Art 27. No Senator or Representative shall, during the term for 
which he was elected, nor for one year thereafter, be appointed or 
elected to any civil office of profit under this State, which shall have 
been created, or the emoluments of which shall have bean increased 
during the time such Senator or Representative was in office, except 
to such offices or appointments as may be filled by the elections of 
the people. 

Art. 28. No person who at any time may have been a Collector 
of Taxes, whether State, Parish or Municipal, or who may have been 
otherwise entrusted with public money, shall be eligible to the Gene- 
ral Assembly, or to any office of profit or trust under the State Gov- 
ernment, until he shall have obtained a discharge for the amount of 
such collections, and for all public moneys with which he may have 
been entrusted. 

Art. 29. No bill shall have the force of a law until on three 
several days it be read over in each House of the General Assembly, 
and free discussion allowed thereon, unless in case of urgency, four- 
fifths of the House, where the bill shall be pending, may deem it 
expedient to dispense with this rule. 

Art. 30. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives, but the Senate may propose amendments as in 
other bills; provided they shall not introduce any new matter under 
color of an amendment, which does not relate to raising revenue. 

Art. 31. The General Assembly shall regulate by law by whom, 
and in what manner writs of elections shall be issued to fill the 
vacancies which may happen in either branch thereof. 

Art. 32. The Senate shall vote on the confirmation or rejection 
of officers, to be appointed by the Governor, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, by yeas and nays, and the names of the Sena- 
tors voting for and against the appointments respectively, shall be 
entered on a journal to be kept for that purpose, and made public 
at the end of each session, or before. 

Art. 33. Returns of all elections for members of the General 
Assembly shall be made to the Secretary of State. 

Art. 34. In the year in which a regular election for a Senator of 
the United States is to take place, the members of the General 
Assembly shall meet in the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
on the Monday following the meeting of the Legislature, and pro- 
ceed to the said election. 
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TITLE III. 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 



Art. 35. The Supreme Executive power of the State shall be 
vested in a Chief Magistrate, who shall be styled the Governor of 
the State of Louisiana. He shall hold his office during the term of 
four years, and together with the Lieutenant Governor, chosen for 
the same term, be elected as follows: The qualified electors for Re- 
presentatives, shall vote for a Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
at the time and place of voting for representatives; the returns of 
every election shall be sealed up and transmitted by the proper 
returning officer to the Secretary of State, who shall deliver them 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, on the second day 
of the session of the General Assembly, then next to be holden. 
The members of the General Assembly shall meet in the House of 
Representatives, to examine and count the votes. The person hav- 
ing the greatest number of votes for Governor, shall be declared 
duly elected; butif two or more persons shall be equal and highest 
in the number of votes polled for Governor, one of them shall imme- 
diately be chosen Governor by joint vote of the members of the 
General Assembly. The person having the greatest number of votes 
for Lieutenant Governor, shall be Lieutenant Governor; but if two 
or more persons shall be equal and highest in the number of votes 
polled for Lieutenant Governor, one of them shall be immediately 
chosen Lieutenant Governor by joint vote of the members of the 
General Assembly. 

Art. 36. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor or 
Lieutenant Governor who shall not have attained the age of twenty- 
eight years, and been a citizen and a resident within the State for the 
space of four years next preceding his election. 

Art. 31. The Governor shall enter on the discharge of his duties 
on the fourth Monday of January next ensuing his election, and shall 
continue in office until the Monday next succeeding the day that his 
successor shall be declared duly elected, and shallhave taken the 
oath or affirmation required by the Constitution. 

Art. 38. The Governor shall be ineligible for the succeeding four 
years, after the expiration of the time for which he shall have been 
elected. 
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Art. 39. No member of Congress or person holding any office 
under the United States, shall be eligible to the office of Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor. 

Abt. 40. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, his remo- 
val from office, death, refusal or inability to qualify, resignation, or 
absence from the State, the powers and duties of the office shall de- 
volve upon the Lieutenant Governor for the residue of the term, or 
until the Governor, absent or impeached, shall return or be acquitted. 
The Legislature may provide by law for the case of removal, im- 
peachment, death, resignation, disability or refusal to qualify, of both 
the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, declaring what officer shall 
act as Governor, and such officer shall act accordingly until the disa- 
bility be removed, or for the residue of the term. 

Art. 41. The Lieutenant Governor, or officer discharging the 
duties of Governor, shall, during his administration, receive the same 
compensation to which the Governor would have been entitled, had 
he continued in office. 

Art. 42. The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of his office, 
be President of the Senate, but shall have only a casting vote there- 
in. Whenever he shall administer the Government, or shall be una- 
ble to attend as President of the Senate, the Senators shall elect one 
of their own members as President of the Senate for the time being. 

Art. 43. While he acts as President of the Senate, the Lieuten- 
ant Governor shall receive for his services the same compensation 
which shall for the same period be allowed to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and no more. 

Art. 44. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves for 
all oifences against the State, and except in cases of impeachment, 
shall, with the consent of the Senate, have power to grant pardons, 
and remit fines and forfeiture, after conviction. In cases of treason, 
he may grant reprieves until the end of the next session of the 
General Assembly, in which the power of pardoning shall be vested. 

Art. 45. The Governor shall, at stated times, receive for his ser- 
vices a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor diminished 
during the term for which he shall have been elected. 

Art. 46. He shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy 
of this State, and of the Militia thereof, except when they shall be 
called into the service of the United States. 

Art. 47. He shall nominate, and by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, appoint all officers whose offices are established 
by this Constitution, and whose appointment is not therein otherwise 
provided for; Provided, however, that the Legislature shall have a 
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right to prescribe the mode of appointment to all other offices estab- 
lish by law. 

Art. 48. The Governor shall have power to fill vacancies that may 
happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions 
which shall expire at the end of the next session, unless otherwise 
provided for in this Constitution; but no person who has been nomi- 
nated for office, and rejected by the Senate, shall be appointed to the 
same office during the recess of the Senate. 

Art. 49. He may require information in writing from the officers 
in the Executive Department, upon any subject relating to the duties 
of their respective offices. 

Art. 50. He shall, from time to time, give to the General Assem- 
bly information respecting the situation of the State, and recommend 
to their consideration such measures as he may deem expedient. 

Art. 51. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the Gene- 
ral Assembly at the Seat of Government, or at a different place, if 
that should ha?e become dangerous from an enemy or from epidemic; 
and in case of disagreement between the two Houses as to the time 
of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he may think 
proper, not exceeding four months. 

Art. 52. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Art. 53. Every bill which shall have passed both Houses, shall be 
presented to the Governor; if he approve, he shall sign it; if not, 
he shall return it with his objections to the House in which it origi- 
nated, which shall enter the ojections at large upon its journal, and 
proceed to reconsider it; if, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of 
all the members elected to that House shall agree to pass the bill, it 
shall be sent with the objections to the other House, by which it shall 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of all the 
members elected to that House, it shall be a law; but in such cases 
the vote of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and 
the names of the members voting for or against the bill shall be en- 
tered on the journal of each House respectively. If any bill shall 
not be returned by the Governor within ten days (Sunday excepted) 
after it shall have been presented to him, it shall be a law in like 
manner as if he had signed it, unless the General Assembly by ad- 
journment prevent its return ; in which case it shall be a law, unless 
sent back within three days after their next session. 

Art. 54. Every order, resolution or vote to which the concurrence 
of both Houses may be necessary, except on a question of adjourn- 
ment, shall be presented to the Governor, and before it shall take 
effect, be approved by him, or, being disapproved, shall be repassed 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 CONSTITUTION OF THE 

by two-thirds of the members elected to each House of the General 
Assembly. 

Art. 55. There shall be a Secretary of State, who shall hold his 
office during the time for which the Governor shall have been elected. 
The records of the State shall be kept and preserved in the office of 
the Secretary; he shall keep a fair register of the official acts and 
proceedings of the Governor, and when necessary, shall attest them. 
He shall, when required, lay the said register, and all papers, minutes 
and vouchers relative to his office, before either House of the General 
Assembly, and shall perform such other duties as may be enjoined 
on him by law. 

Art. 56. There shall be a Treasurer of the State, who shall hold 
his office during the term of two years. 

Art. 57. The Secretary of State and Treasurer of State shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of the State. And in case of any 
vacancies caused by the death, resignation or absence of the Trea- 
surer or Secretary of State, the Governor shall order an election to fill 
said vacancy. 

Art. 58. All commissions shall be in the name and by the authori- 
ty of the State of Louisiana, and shall be sealed with the State seal, 
and signed by the Governor. 

Art. 59. The free white men of the State shall be armed and dis- 
ciplined for its defence; but those who belong to religious societies, 
whose tenets forbid them to carry arms, shall not be compelled so to 
do, but shall pay an equivalent for personal services. 

Art. 60. The Militia of the State shall be organized in such man- 
ner as may be hereafter deemed most expedient by the Legislature. 

TITLE IV. 

JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT. 

Art. 61. The Judiciary power shall be vested in a Supreme Court, 
in such Inferior Courts as the Legislature may, from time to time, 
order and establish, and in Justices of the Peace. 

Art. 62. The Supreme Court, except in the cases hereinafter pro- 
vided, shall have appellate jurisdiction only; which jurisdiction shall 
extend to all cases when the matter in dispute shall exceed three 
hundred dollars ; to all cases in which the constitutionality or legality 
of any tax, toll, or impost whatsoever, or of any fine, forfeiture or 
penalty imposed by a municipal corporation, shall be in contestation ; 
and to all criminal cases on questions of law alone, whenever the 
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offence charged is punishable with death, or imprisonment at hard 
labor, or when a fine exceeding three hundred dollars is actually im- 
posed. The Legislature shall have power to restrict the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court in civil cases to questions of law only. 

Art. 63. The Supreme Court shall be composed of one Chief Jus- 
tice and four Associate Justices, a majority of whom shall constitute 
a quorum. The Chief Justice shall receive a salary of six thousand 
dollars, and each of the Associate Judges a salary of five thousand 
five hundred dollars; annually, until otherwise provided by law. The 
Court shall appoint its own Clerks. The Judges shall be elected for 
the term of ten years. 

Art. 64. The Chief Justice shall be elected by the qualified elec- 
tors of the State. The Legislature shall divide the State into four 
Districts, and the qualified electors of each District shall elect one 
of the Associate Justices. The State shall be divided into the fol- 
lowing Districts until the Legislature shall otherwise direct. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

The Parishes of Plaquemines, St. Bernard, that portion of the Pa- 
rish of Orleans on the right bank of the Mississippi River, and that 
portion of the City of New Orleans which lies below the line extend- 
ing from the River Mississippi, along the middle of Julia street, until 
it strikes the New Orleans Canal, and thence down said Canal to the 
Lake. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

That portion of the City of New Orleans which is situated above 
the line extending along the middle of Julia street until it strikes 
the New Orleans Canal, and thence down said Canal to the Lake, 
and the Parishes of Jefferson, St. John the Baptist, St. Charles, St. 
James, Ascension, Assumption, Lafourche Interior, Terrebonne, West 
Baton Rouge, and Iberville. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

The Parishes bf St. Tammany, Washington, Livingston, St. Helena, 
East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, Point Coupee, 
Avoyelles, Tensas, Concordia, Lafayette, Vermillion, St. Mary, St. 
Martin, and St. Landry. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

The Parishes of Calcasieu, Rapides, Sabine, Natchitoches, De Soto, 
Caddo, Bossier, Claiborne, Bienville, Caldwell, Union, Ouachita, More- 
house, Jackson, Franklin, Catahoula, Madison, Carroll, and Winn. 
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Art. 65. The office of one of the Associate Justices shall be va- 
cated at the expiration of the second year, of another at the expira- 
tion of the fourth year, of a third at the expiration of the sixth year, 
and of the fourth at the expiration of the eighth year; so that one 
of the Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected every second 
year. 

Art. 66. The Secretary of State, on receiving the official returns 
of the first election, shall proceed immediately, in the presence and 
with the assistance of two Justices of the Peace, to determine by 
lot among the four candidates having the highest number of votes 
in the respective districts, which of the Associate Justices elect shall 
serve for the term of two years, which shall serve for the term of 
four years, which for the the term of six years, and which for the 
term of eight years, and the Governor shall issue commissions ac- 
cordingly. 

Art. 6T. Any vacancy that may occur in the Supreme Court from 
resignation or otherwise, shall be filled by election for the remainder 
of the unexpired term, but if such remainder do not exceed one year, 
the vacancy shall be filled by Executive appointment. 

Art. 68. The Supreme Court shall hold its sessions in New Or- 
leans, from the first Monday of the month of November to the end 
of the month of June, inclusive. The Legislature shall have power 
to fix the sessions elsewhere during the rest of the year; until other- 
wise provided, the sessions shall be held as heretofore. 

Art. 69. The Supreme Court and each of the Judges thereof shall 
have power to issttc writs of " habaes corpus," at the instance of all 
persons in actual custody under process, in all cases in which they 
may have appellate jurisdiction. 

Art. 70. No judgment shall be rendered by the Supreme Court 
without the concurrence of a majority of the Judges comprising the 
Court. Whenever a majority cannot agree, in consequence of the 
recusation of any member or members of the Court, the Judges not 
recused, shall have power to call upon any Judge or Judges of the 
Inferior Courts, whose duty it shall be, when so called upon, to sit 
in the place of the Judges recused, and to aid in detcrming the case. 

Art. 11. All Judges, by virtue of their office, shall be conserva- 
tors of the peace throughout the State. The style of all process 
shall be " The State of Louisiana." All prosecutions shall be carried 
on in the name, and by authority of the State of Louisiana, and 
conclude against the peace and dignity of the same. 

Art. 72. The Judges of all Courts within the State shall, as of* 
ten as it may be possible so to ( do, in every defivitive judgment, re- 
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fer to the particular law in virtue of which such judgment may be 
rendered, and in all cases adduce the reasons on which their judg- 
ment is founded. 

Art. 13. The Judges of all Courts shall be liable to impeach- 
ment, but for any reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient 
ground for impeachment, the Governor shall remove any of them, 
on the address of three-fourths of the members present of each 
House of the General Assembly. In every such case, the cause or 
causes for which such removal may be required, shall be stated at 
length in the address, and inserted in the journal of each House. 

Art. 74. There shall be an Attorney-General for the State, and as 
many District Attorneys as may be hereafter found necessary. They 
shall hold their offices for four years; their duties shall be determined 
by law. 

Art. 75. The Judges, both of the Supreme and Inferior Courts, 
shall, at stated times, receive a salary, which shall not be diminished 
during their continuance in office; and they are prohibited from re- 
ceiving any fees of office, or other compensation than their salaries 
for any civil duties performed by them. 

Art. 76. The Legislature shall have power to vest in Clerks of 
Courts authority to grant such orders, and do such acts as may be 
deemed necessary for the furtherance of the administration of jus- 
tice, and in all cases the powers thus granted shall be specified and 
determined. 

Art. 77. The Judges of the several Inferior Courts shall have the 
power to remove the Clerks thereof, for breach of good behavior; 
subject in all cases to an appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Art. 78. The jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall be limited 
in civil cases to cases where the matter in dispute does not exceed one 
hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, subject to appeal in such cases 
as shall be provided for by law. They shall be elected by the quali- 
fied electors of each Parish, District or Ward, for the term of two 
years, in such manner, and shall have such criminal jurisdiction as 
shall be provided by law. 

Art. 79. Clerks of the Inferior Courts in this State shall be elect- 
ed for the term of four years, and should a vacancy occur subse- 
quent to an election, it shall be filled by the Judge of the Court in 
which such vacancy exists ; and the person so appointed shall hold 
his office until the next general election. 

Art. 80. A Sheriff and a Coroner shall be elected in each Parish 
by the qualified voters thereof, who shall hold their office for the 
term of two years, unless sooner removed. The Legislature shall 
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have the power to increase the number of Sheriffs in any Parish. 
Should a vacancy occur in either of these offices subsequent to an 
election, it shall be filled by the Governor; and the person so appointed 
shall continue in office until his successor shall be elected and quali- 
fied. 

Art. 81. The Judges of the several Inferior Courts shall be elected 
by the duly qualified voters of their respective Districts or Parishes. 

Art. 82. It shall be the duty of the Legislature to fix the time 
for holding elections for all Judges, at a time which shall be different 
from that fixed for all other elections. 

Art. 83. The Attorney-General shall be elected by the qualified 
voters of the State, and the District Attorneys by the qualified voters 
of each District, on the day of the election for the Governor of the 
State. 

Art. 84. The Legislature may determine the mode of filling va- 
cancies in the offices of the Inferior Judges, Attorney-General, Dis- 
trict Attorneys, and all other officers not otherwise provided for in 
this Constitution. 

TITLE V. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Art. 85. The power of impeachment shall be vested in the House 
of Representatives. 

Art. 86. Impeachments of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
Attorney-General, Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and of the 
Judges of the Inferior Courts, Justices of the Peace excepted, shall 
be tried by the Senate; the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or 
the senior Judge thereof, shall preside during the trial of such im- 
peachment. Impeachments of the Judges of the Supreme Court shall 
be tried by the Senate. When sitting as a Court of Impeachment, 
the Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation, and no person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the Senators 
present. 

Art. 87. Judgments in cases of impeachment shall extend only 
to removal from office, and disqualification from holding any office 
of honor, trust or profit under the State; but the convicted parties 
shall, nevertheless, be subject to indictment, trial and punishment 
according to law. 

Art. 88. All officers against whom articles of impeachment may- 
be preferred, shall be suspended from the exercise of their functions 
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during the pendency of such impeachment; the appointing power 
may make a provisional appointment to replace any suspended offi- 
cer until the decision of the impeachment. 

Art. 89. The Legislature shall provide by law for the trial, pun- 
ishment and removal from office of all other officers of the State, by 
indictment or otherwise. 

TITLE VI. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Art. 90. Members of the Geueral Assembly, and all officers be- 
fore they enter upon the duties of their offices, shall take the follow- 
ing oath or affirmation : 

" I, (A. B.,) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States and of this State, and that I will 
faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties in- 
cumbent on me as , according to the best of my abilities and 

understanding, agreeably to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States and of this State; and I do further solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that since the adoption of the present Constitution, I, being a citi- 
zen of this State, have not fought a duel with deadly weapons with- 
in this State, nor out of it, with a citizen of this State, nor have I 
sent or accepted a challenge to fight a duel with deadly weapons 
with a citizen of this State, nor have I acted as second in carrying 
a challenge, or aided, advised or assisted any person thus offending, 
so help me God." 

Art. 91. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying 
war against it, or in adhearing to its enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, unless on the tes- 
timony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or his own confession 
in open Court. 

Art. 92. Every person shall be disqualified from holding any 
office of trust or profit in this State, who shall have been convicted 
of having given, or offered a bribe to procure his election or appoint- 
ment. 

Art. 93. Laws shall be made to exclude from office, and from the 
right of suffrage, those who shall hereafter be convicted of bribery, 
perjury, forgery, or other high crimes or misdemeanors. The privi- 
lege of free suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating elections, 
and prohibiting under adequate penalties, all undue influence thereon, 
from power, bribery, tumult or other improper practice. 

5 
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Art. 94. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in pur- 
suance of specific appropriation made by law, nor shall any appro- 
priation of money be made for a longer term than two years. A re- 
gular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all 
public moneys shall be published annually, in such manner as shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Art. 95. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to pass 
such laws as may be proper and necessary to decide differences by 
arbitration. 

Art. 96. All civil officers for the State at large shall reside with- 
in the State, and all District or Parish officers, within their Districts 
or Parishes, and shall keep their offices at such places therein as 
may be required by law. 

Art. 91. All civil officers, except the Governor and Judges of the 
Supreme and Inferior Courts, shall be removable by an address of 
a majority of the members of both Houses, except those the removal 
of whom has been otherwise provided by this Constitution. 

Art. 98. In all elections by the people, the vote shall be by bal- 
lot; and in all elections by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
jointly or separately, the vote shall be given viva voce. 

Art. 99. No member of Congress, nor person holding or exercis- 
ing any office of trust or profit under the United States, or either of 
them, or under any foreign power, shall be eligible as a member of 
the General Assembly, or hold or exercise any office of trust or pro- 
fit under the State. 

Art. 100. The laws, public records, and the judicial and legisla- 
tive written proceedings of the State shall be promulgated, preserv- 
ed and conducted in Ihe language in which the Constitution of the 
United States is written. 

Art. 101. The Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
of Representatives shall be conversant with the French and English 
languages, and members may address either House in the French or 
English language. 

Art. 102. No power of suspending the laws of this State shall 
be exercised, unless by the Legislature or by its authority. 

Art. 103. Prosecutions shall be by indictment or information. 
The accused shall have a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of 
the vicinage; he shall not be compelled to give evidence against 
himself ; he shall have the right of being heard by himself or coun- 
sel; he shall have the right of meeting the witnesses face to face, 
and shall have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor. 
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Art. 104. All prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, 
unless for capital offences, where the proof is evident, or presump- 
tion great, or, unless after conviction for any offence or crime punish- 
able with death or imprisonment at hard labor. The privilege of 
the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in case 
of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

Art. 105. No ex post facto law, nor any law impairing the obliga- 
tion of contracts, shall be passed, nor vested rights be divested, 
unless for purposes of public utility, and for adequate compensation 
previously made. 

Art. 106. The press shall be free. Every citizen may freely speak, 
write and publish his sentiments on all subjects; being responsible 
for an abuse of this liberty. 

Art. 107. The seat of Government shall be and remain at Baton 
Rouge, and shall not be removed without the consent of three-fourths 
of both Houses of the General Assembly. 

Art. 108. The State shall not subscribe for the stock of, nor 
make a loan to, nor pledge its faith for the benefit of any corpora- 
tion or joint stock company, created or establishad for banking pur- 
poses, nor for other purposes than those described in the following 
article. 

Art. 109. The Legislature shall have power to grant aid to com- 
panies or associations of individuals, formed for the exclusive pur- 
pose of making works of internal improvement, wholly or partially 
within the State, to the extent only of one-fifth of the capital of such 
companies, by subscription of stock or loan of money or public bonds; 
but any aid thus granted, shall bo paid to the company only in the 
same proportion as the remainder of the capital shall be actually 
paid in by the stockholders of the company; and, in case of loan, 
such adequate security shall be required, as to the Legislature 
may seem proper. No corporation or individual association receiv- 
ing the aid of the State, as herein provided, shall possess banking 
or discounting privileges. 

Art. 110. No liability shall be contracted by the State as above 
mentioned, unless the same be authorized by some law for some 
single object or work to be distinctly specified therein, which shall 
be passed by a majority of the members elected to both Houses of 
the General Assembly; and the aggregate amount of debts and lia- 
bilities incurred under this and the preceding article, shall never, at 
any one time, exceed eight millions of dollars. 

Art. 111. Whenever the Legislature shall contract a debt exceed- 
ing in amount the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, unless in 
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case of war, to repel invasion, or suppress insurrection, they shall, 
in the law creating the debt, provide adequate ways and means for 
the payment of the current interest, and of the principal, when the 
same shall become due. And the said law shall be irrepealable until 
principal and interest are fully paid and discharged, or unless the 
repealing law contains some other adequate provision for the pay- 
ment of the principal and interest of the debt. 

Art. 112. The Legislature shall provide by law for a change of 
venue in civil and criminal cases. 

Art. 113. No Lottery shall be authorized by this State, and the 
buying or selling of lottery tickets within the State is prohibited. 

Art. 114. No divorce shall be granted by the Legislature. 

Art. 115. Every law enacted by the Legislature shall embrace 
but one object, and that shall be expressed in the title. 

Art. 116. No law shall be revived or amended by reference to 
its title; but in such case, the act revived, or section amended, shall 
be re-enacted and published at length. 

Art. 117. The Legislature shall never adopt any system or code 
of laws by general reference to such system or code of laws, but in 
all cases shall specify the several provisions of the laws it may 
enact. 

Art. 118. Corporations with banking or discounting privileges, 
may be either created by special acts, or formedunder general laws ; 
but the Legislature shall, in both cases, provide for the registry of 
all bills or notes issued or put in circulation as money, and shall 
require ample security for the redemption of the same in specie. 

Art. 119. The Legislature shall have no power to pass any law 
sanctioning in any manner, directly or indirectly, the suspension of 
specie payments, by any person, association or corporation issuing 
bank notes of any description. 

Art. 120. In case of insolvency of any bank or banking associa- 
tion, the bill holders thereof shall be entitled to preference in pay- 
ment over all other creditors of such bank or association. 

Art. 121. The Legislature shall have power to pass such laws 
as it may deem expedient for the relief or revival of the Citizens' 
Bank of Louisiana, and the acts already passed for the same purpose 
are ratified and confirmed, provided that the bank is subject to the 
restrictions contained in articles 119 and 120 of this Constitution. 

Art. 122. No person shall hold or exercise, at the same time, 
more than one civil office of emolument, except that of Justice of 
the Peace. 
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Art. 123. Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the 
State. All property on which taxes may be levied in this State, 
shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as direct- 
ed by law. No one species of property shall be taxed higher than 
another species of property of equal value, on which taxes shall be 
levied; the Legislature shall have power to levy an income tax, and 
to tax all persons pursuing any occupation, trade, or profession. 

Art. 124. The citizens of the City of New Orleans shall have the 
right of appointing the several public officers necessary for the ad- 
ministration of the police of the said city, pursuant to the mode of 
elections which shall be prescribed by the Legislature; Provided, 
that the Mayor and Recorders shall be ineligible to a seat in the 
General Assembly; and the Mayor, Recorders, Aldermen and Assis- 
tant Aldermen shall be commissioned by the Governor as Justices of 
the Peace, and the Legislature may vest in them such criminal juris- 
diction as may be necessary for the punishment of minor crimes and 
offences, and as the police and good order of said city may require. 

Art. 125. The Legislature may provide by law in what case offi- 
cers shall continue to perform the duties of their offices until their 
successors shall have been inducted into office. 

Art. 126. Any citizen of this State who shall, after the adoption 
of this Constitution, fight a duel with deadly weapons with a citizen 
of this State, or send or accept a challenge to fight a duel with deadly 
weapons, either within this State or out of it, with a citizen of this 
State, or who shall act as second, or knowingly aid or assist in any 
manner those thus offending, shall be deprived of holding any office 
of trust or profit, and of enjoying the right of suffrage under this 
Constitution ; and the office of any State officer, member of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, or of any other person holding office of profit or trust 
under this Constitution, and the laws made in pursuance thereof 
shall be, ipso facto, vacated by the fact of any such person commit- 
ting the offence mentioned in this article; and the Legislature shall 
provide by law for the ascertaining and declaration of such forfei- 
ture. 

Art. 127. The Legislature shall have power to extend this Con- 
stitution and the jurisdiction of this State over any territory ac- 
quired by compact with any State, or with the United States, the 
same being done by the consent of the United States. 

Art. 128. None of the lands granted by Congress to the State of 
Louisiana for aiding it in constructing the necessary levees and 
drains, to reclaim the swamp and overflowed lands in this State, 
shall be diverted from the purposes for which they were granted. 
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Art. 129. The Constitution and Laws of this State shall be pro- 
mulgated in the English and French languages. 



TITLE VII. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

Art. 130. There shall be a Board of Public Works, to consist of 
four Commissioners. The State shall be divided by the Legislature 
into four Districts, containing as nearly as may be an equal number 
of voters ; and one Commissioner shall be elected in each District by 
the legal voters thereof for the term of four years; but, of the first 
elected, two, to be designated by lot, shall remain in office for two 
years only. 

Art. 131. The General Assembly, at its first session after the 
adoption of this Constitution, shall provide for the election and com- 
pensation of the Commissioners, and the organization of the Board. 
The Commissioners first elected shall assemble on a day to be ap- 
pointed by law, and decide by lot the order in which their terms of 
service shall expire. 

Art. 132. The Commissioners shall exercise a diligent and faith- 
ful supervision of all public works in which the State may be inter- 
ested, except those made by joint stock companies. They shall com- 
municate to the General Assembly, from time to time, their views 
concerning the same, and recommend such measures as they may 
deem necessary, in order to employ to the best advantage and for the 
purposes for which they were granted, the swamps and overflowed 
lands, conveyed by the United States to this State. They shall ap- 
point all officers engaged on the public works, and shall perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 

Art. 133. The Commissioners may be removed by the concurrent 
vote of a majority of all the members elected to each House of the 
General Assembly; but the cause of the removal shall be entered on 
the journal of each House. 

Art. 134. The General Assembly shall have power, by a vote of 
three-fifths of the members elected to each House, to abolish said 
Board, whenever in their opinion a Board of Public Works shall no 
longer be necessary. 
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TITLE VIII. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION. 

Art. 135. There shall be elected a Superintendent of Public Educa- 
tion, who shall hold his office for the term of two years. His duties 
shall be prescribed by law, and he shall receive such compensation as 
the Legislature may direct; provided, that the General Assembly shall 
have power, by a vote of the majority of the members elected to 
both Houses, to abolish the said office of Superintendent of Public 
Education whenever in their opinion said office shall be no longer 
necessary. 

Art. 136. The General Assembly shall establish Free Public 
Schools throughout the State, and shall provide for their support by 
general taxation on property, or otherwise; and all moneys so raised 
or provided, shall be distributed to each Parish in proportion to the 
number of free white children, between such ages as shall be fixed 
by the General Assembly. 

Art. 131. The proceeds of all lands heretofore granted by the 
United States to this State, for the use or support of schools, and of 
all lands which may hereafter be granted or bequeathed to the State, 
and not expressly granted or bequeathed for any other purpose, 
which hereafter may be disposed of by the State, and the proceeds 
of the estates of deceased persons, to which the State may become 
entitled by law, shall be held by the State as a loan, and shall be 
and remain as a perpetual fund, on which the State shall pay an an- 
nual interest of six per cent. ; which interest, together with the in- 
terest of the trust funds deposited with this State by the United 
States, under the Act of Congress approved June 23, 1836, and all 
the rents of the unsold lands shall be appropriated to the support of 
such schools, and this appropriation shall remain inviolable. 

Art 138. All moneys arising from the sales which have been or 
may hereafter be made of any lands heretofore granted by the United 
States to this State, for the use of a seminary of learning, and from 
any kind of donation that may hereafter be made for that purpose, 
shall be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest of which, at six 
per cent, per annum, shall be appropriated to the support of a semi- 
nary of learning for the promotion of literature and the arts and 
sciences; and no law shall ever be made diverting said fund to any 
other use than to the establishment and improvement of said semi- 
nary of learning. 
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Art. 139. The University of Louisiana in New Orleans, as now 
established, shall be maintained. 

Art. 140. The Legislature shall have power to pass such laws as 
may be necessary for the further regulation of the University, any 
for the promotion of literature and science; but shall be under no 
obligation to contribute to the support of said University by ap- 
propriations. 

TITLE IX. 

MODE OP REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 141. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution 
may be proposed in the Senate or House of Representatives, and if 
the same shall be agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to 
each House, such proposed amendment or amendments shall be en- 
tered on their journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon; and 
the Secretary of State shall cause the same to be published, three 
months before the next general election for Representatives of the 
State Legislature, in at least one newspaper, in French and English, 
in every Parish of the State in which a newspaper shall be published; 
and such proposed amendment or amendments shall bs submitted to 
the people at said election; and if a majority of the voters at said 
election shall approve and ratify such amendment or amendments, 
the same shall become a part of the Constitution. If more than one 
amendment be submitted at a time, they shall be submitted in such 
manner and form, that the people may vote for or against each 
amendment separately. 

TITLE X. 

SCHEDULE. 

Art. 142. The Constitution adopted in eighteen hundred and forty 
five, is declared to be superseded by this Constitution, and in order 
to carry the same into effect, it is hereby declared and ordained as 
follows : 

Art. 143. All rights, actions, prosecutions, claims and contracts, 
as well of individuals as of bodies corporate, and all laws in force 
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, and not inconsistent 
therewith, shall continue as if the same had not been adopted. 

Art. 144. In order that no inconvenience may result to the pub- 
lic service from the taking effect of this Constitution, no office shall 
be superseded thereby; but the laws of the State relative to the du- 
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ties of the several officers, Executive, Judicial and Military, shall 
remain in full force, though ths same be contrary to this Constitution, 
and the several duties shall be performed by the respective officers 
of the State, according to the existing laws, until the organization 
of the government under this Constitution, and the entering into of- 
fice of the new officers to be appointed under said government, and 
no longer. 

Art. 145. Appointments to office by the Executive, under this 
Constitution, shall be made by the Governor to be elected under its 
authority. 

Art. 146. The Legislature shall provide for the removal of all 
causes now pending in the Supreme Court or other Courts of the 
State, under the Constitution of 1845, to Courts created by or under 
this Constitution. 

Art. 141. The time of service of all officers chosen by the peo- 
ple, at the first election under this Constitution, shall terminate as 
though the election had been holden on the first Monday of Novem- 
ber, 1851, and they had entered on the discharge of their duties at 
the time designated therein. The first class Senators, designated in 
Article 11, shall hold their seats until the day of the closing of the 
general elections in November, 1853; and the second class until the 
day of the closing of the general elections in November, 1855. 

Art. 148. The first election for Judges of the Supreme Court 
shall be held on the first Monday of April next, (1853,) and they 
shall enter into office on the first Monday of May, 1853. 

Art. 149. The first term of service of the District Attorneys and 
the Clerks of the Inferior Courts, to be ordered and established un- 
der this Constitution, shall be regulated by the term of service of 
the first Governor, so that a new election for these officers shall be 
held on the first Monday of November, 1855. 

TITLE XL 

ORDINANCE. 

Art. 150. Immediately after the adjournment of the Convention, 
the Governor shall issue his Proclamation, directing the several of- 
ficers of this State, authorized by law to hold elections for members 
of the General Assembly, to open and hold a poll in every parish of 
the State, at the places designated by law, upon the first Tuesday of 
November next, for the purpose of taking the sense of the good peo- 
ple of this State in regard to the adoption or rejection of this Con- 
stitution; and it shall be the duty of said officers to receive the votes 



Digitized by 



Google 



42 CONSTITUTION OP THE 

of all persons entitled to vote under the old Constitution and under 
this Constitution. Each voter shall express his opinion by deposit- 
ing in a separate box, kept for that purpose, a ticket, whereon shall 
be written " the Constitution accepted," or " the Constitution re- 
jected," or some such word as will distinctly convey the intention of 
the voter. At the conclusion of said election, which shall be con- 
ducted in every respect as the general State election is now con- 
ducted, the Commissioners designated to preside over the same, shall 
carefully examine and count each ballot so deposited, and shall forth- 
with make due returns thereof to the Secretary of State, in confor- 
mity to the provisions of the existing law upon the subject of elections. 

Art. 151. Upon the receipt of the said returns, or on the fifth 
Monday of November, if the returns be not sooner received, it shall 
be the duty of the Governor, the Secretary of State; the Attorney 
General and the State Treasurer, in the presence of all such persons- 
as may choose to attend, to compare the votes given at the said poll 
for the ratification and rejection of this Constitution; and if it shall 
appear from said returns that a majority of all the votes given is for 
ratifying this Constitution, then it shall be the duty of the Governor 
to make proclamation of that fact, and thenceforth this Constitution 
shall be ordained and established as the Constitution of the State of 
Louisiana. But whether this Constitution be accepted or rejected, it 
shall be the duty of the Governor to cause to be published, in the of- 
ficial paper of the Convention, the result of the polls, showing the 
number of votes cast in each parish for and against the said 
Constitution. 

Art. 152. Should this Constitution be accepted by the people, it 
shall be the duty of the Governor forthwith to issue his proclamation 
declaring the present Legislature, elected under the old Constitution, 
to be dissolved, and directing the several officers of the State, au- 
thorized by law to hold elections for members of the General Assem- 
bly, to hold an election, at the places designated by law, upon the 
fourth Monday of December next, for Governor, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, members of the General Assembly, Secretary of State, Attorney 
General, Treasurer, and Superintendent of Public Education; and 
the said election shall be conducted and the returns thereof made in 
conformity with existing laws upon the subject of State elections. 

Art. 153. The General Assembly, elected under this Constitution, 
shall convene at the State House, in Baton Kouge, upon the third 
Monday of January next after the elections ; and the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, elected at the same time, shall be duly instal- 
led in office during the first week of this session, and before it shall 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF LOUISIANA. 



43 



be competent for the said General Assembly to proceed with the 
transaction of business. 

Art. 154. All the publications herein ordered shall be made in the 
official journal of the Convention. 

Art. 155. This Constitution shall be published in French and En- 
glish in the official journal of the Convention, from the period of its 
adjournment until the first Tuesday of November, 1852, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-two. 

Done at Baton Rouge, July 31, 1852. 



(Signed) 
(Attest) 



JAS AKENHEAD, 

WH H. AVERY, 

JOHN W. ANDREWS, 
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F. DUGUE, Jk., 
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DUNCAN P. KENNER, 

President of the Convention. 

J. B. WALTON, 

Secretary of the Convention. 

R. A. HARGIS, 

M. HERNANDEZ, Jr., 

WADE H. HOUGH, 

R. HODGES, 

KANDALL HUNT, 

ANDREW S. HERRON, 
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ROBERT PREAUX, 
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SAM. G. RISK, 
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ASSEMBLY GENERAL, article. 

How formed 8 

To meet annually & 

The first, when to meet 168 

A quorum, in what to consist 19 

Each House to be the judge of the election, qualifications, Ac, of its members 20 

To determine the rules of its proceedings, punish and expel members 81 

To keep and publish a journal of its proceedings, and when the yeas and nays 

shall be entered thereupon 28 

May punish lobby members 28 

Neither House to adjourn without the consent of the other for more than three days, or 

to any place 24 

Members of, their compensation 25 

No session, after the first, to last more than sixty days 25 

Members of, when privileged from arrest 26 

Ineligible to certain offices 27 

(The first Assembly excepted.) 

Collectors of Taxes, when ineligible to the 28 

May regulate the manner of filling vacancies 81 

Returns of elections of members to, made to the Secretary of State 88 

How to make appropriations 04 

To pass laws of arbitration 95 

Power of the, to levy an income tax, and a tax on professions, trades, Ac 128 

To grant no divorce 114 

How it shall make, amend, and adopt laws 95,115,116,117 

To vote viva voce 98 

Persons ineligible to » 99 

Has sole power to suspend the laws 102 

To grant aid to companies for internal improvements to certain extent by subscription 
of stock, or loan money, or public bond- — no corporation receiving the aid of the 
State shall possess banking privileges. No liabilities shall be contracted by the 
State for said companies, unless by law, for some single object of work, and passed 
by a majority of the members of—-; said liabilities never at any one time to exceed 

eight millions of dollars 108,109,110 

To provide by law adequate means to pay the capital and interest of all debts exceed- 
ing one hundred thousand dollars, Ac Ill 

To pass no law sanctioning in any manner the suspension of specie payment by any 

person or corporation issuing bank notes 119 

To make laws changing venue 112 

To provide for the removal of Court causes 146 

Members of, may speak in French or English 101 

To provide for the succession of officers 125 

First election to 152,158 

(Vide bonds, bills, districts, corporations, banks, impeachment, internal improvements, 
courts, judges, militia, House of Representatives, Senate, education.) 
ATTORNEY GENERAL AND DI8TRICT ATTORNEYS. 

To hold their offices four years 74 

How elected 88 

First term of service of District Attorney, how regulated 149 

Vacancies, how filled 84 

First term of service of Attorney General 152 
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thebenefitof 108 
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required for redemption of the same in specie 118 

The Legislature not to pass any law sanctioning the suspension of specie payments of. . 119 

In case of insolvency of , bill holders thereof entitled to preference in payment oyer 

all creditors of said 120 

Citizens' Bank, how revived— acts already passed for that purpose— confirmed—subject 

to what restrictions 181 

BILLS, 

When to have the effect of law : 80 

For raising revenue — shall originate in the House of Representatives 80 

BONDS, 

May be issued by the State in favor of companies formed for the exclusive purpose of 

making works of Internal improvement— to what extent. 109 

BRIBES, 

The offering of, to disqualify from holding office 98 

CONSTITUTION, 

The new established by the people 1 

The Legislature to extend it over new territory hereafter acquired 127 

To be promulgated in French and English 189 

Mode of revising it 141 

Of 1846, superseded by this 148 

Not to impair any right of action, claim, contract, or laws consistent therewith 143 

Toted for on the first Tuesday of November, 1852, and by whom 160 

By whom the votes shall be counted, Ac 151 

If accepted, the Governor to do what 158 

When the first General Assembly under it shall meet 158 

Publications ordered by this Constitution, how published 154 

The new to be published, in French and English, in the official journal of the Convention, 155 

COMMISSIONS, 

How they shall be issued, sealed and signed 58 

COURT, SUPREME, 

Its jurisdiction 63 

How composed ; for what time the Chief Justices and Associate Justices shall be elected ; 

their salaries, and to appoint their own clerks 68 

Chief Justices and Associate Justices, how elected 64 

The first election of Associate Justices of, how regulated 65 

Their term of service, how determined 66 

Vacancies, how filled 67 

When to hold its sessions in New Orleans, and the Legislature to fix the time of its 

sessions elsewhere 68 

Judges of, to issue writs of habeas corpus in all cases within their jurisdiction 69 

Its judgment, how rendered. TO 

Election of— when held, and when to enter into office 148 

COURTS, INFERIOR, 

How established 61 

Salary of Judges 75 

How elected. 81 

Vacancies, how fined 84 

Clerks of, to be elected for four years ; and vacancies, how filled 79 

Legislature to specify their powers 76 

How removed-. 

How first and subsequently elected. .... . . . . . .v 14 » 

(See Judicial Powers— Judges.) 

CORONER, 

One to be elected every two years in each parish, and vacancies how filled »o 
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CRIMINALS, iRTiCLB. 

To be excluded from office and right of suffrage 12, 98 

Not bound to give evidence against themselves ; entitled to a speedy trial by a jury of 

the vicinage ; right to summon witnesses, Ac, and when bailable 108, 104 

CORPORATIONS AND JOINT STOCK COMPANIES, 

The State not to subscribe to the stock of, nor make a loan to, nor pledge its faith for the 

benefit of corporations created for banking purposes, but for other certain purposes, 108,109,1 10 
Of internal improvements, to receive aid from the Legislature to the extent of one-fifth 

of their capital, and in proportion to capital paid in by stockholders — Legislature to 

require security from — shall possess no banking or discounting privileges 109 

The State to contract no liabilities for, unless by law, for some single object or work, and 

passed by a majority of members of the Legislature— said liabilities never, at any 

one time, to exceed eight millions of dollars 109, 110 

With banking and discounting privileges, how created — bills or notes issued by them to 

be registered, and secured for their redemption in specie 118 

Suspension of specie payment by — or any person or association not to be sanctioned by law, 1 19 

Citizens' bank, how revived— subject to what restrictions 121 

CLERKS, 

Of Senate and House of Representatives to know English and French 101 

(See General Assembly and Courts.) 
DISTRICTS, JUDICIAL, 

The State divided into four districts, each electing one of the Associate Justices— how 

changed 64 

Senatorial and Representative, how made 8, 15, 16 

DIVORCE, 

None to be granted by the Legislature 114 

DUELLING, 

Between citizens of the State, a disqualification from office and right of suffrage — office 

of any State officer, member of the Legislature, are, ip*o Jiicio, vacated by the fact 

of committing the offence of 126 

ELECTIONS, 

Returns of, transmitted to the Secretary of State 88, 85 

In all, the people shall vote by ballot 98 

(See Officers, Toting, Assembly General, House of Representatives.) 

EDUCATION 185, 186, 187, 183, 189, 140, 152 

GOVERNMENT, 

Powers of the State, how divided 1 

Seat of, when located, how removed 107 

GOVERNOR, 

Of the State to be elected for four years, how and when 85 

His qualifications 86 

When his duties begin and cease 8T 

Ineligible for the succeeding term 88 

What persons are ineligible to the office of 89 

Lieutenant, elected as the Governor 85 

His qualifications and salary 86, 48 

When first elected, when duly Installed 152,158 

When to act as the Governor 40 

Compensation when so acting 41 

En-Qfflcio President of the Senate 42 

His compensation 48 

Power to grant reprieves and remit fine3 44 

His compensation ■ 45 

When commander-in-chief of the army, navy and militia of the State 46 

To nominate public officers 47,145 

To fill vacancies during the recess of the Senate 48 

May require information from whom 49 

To give information to the General Assembly respecting the State 50 

May convene and adjourn the Assembly on certain occasions 51 
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ABTICLB. 

Shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed 62 

To sign or veto bills, and In what manner 68 

To approve or disapprove of every order, vote or resolution 64 

HABEAS CORPUS, 

Judcres of Supreme Court, power to issue writs of 89 

When the writ of, may be suspended 104 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVE, 

To form part of the General Assembly 8 

Members of, to be elected for two years 4 

When chosen 6 

Qualifications of 6 

Election for, where held 7 

Representation in, how regulated— and members of, to consist of not more than one 

hundred, nor less than seventy 8 

Until the first enumeration, how formed 8 

To choose the Speaker and other officers 9 

IMPEACHMENT, 

(See Judges) 86,86,81, 88,89 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, 

Board of— to consist of four Commissioners elected for four years by voters of four dis- 
tricts to be created by the Legislature— their first election, how regulated 180 

Election and salary of Commissioners, how provided for— Commissioners, when to as- 
semble—divided by lot 181 

Commissioners of, to exercise certain duties, appoint all officers engaged on public 

works, Ac 189 

Commissioners of, now removed 188 

Board of, how abolished 184 

Lands granted by Congress to the State for aiding it in constructing levees, Ac, shall 

not be diverted from the purposes for which they were granted 188 

JUDICIAL POWER, 

Vested in a Supreme Court, in Inferior Courts to be established by law, and in Justices 

of the Peace 61 

JUDGES, 

Are to be conservators of the peace 71 

To refer to the particular law in which they base their judgments and adduce the 

reasons therefor 79 

Their impeachment or removal by the Governor, by what nethod 78 

Of Supreme and Inferior Courts— their salary not to be diminished during continuance 

in office— to receive no fees or compensation, save their salaries, for civil suits 76 

All to be elected at a different period from all other elections 82 

Vacancies— how filled 84 

(See Courts — Officers.) 

JUSTICES o* THE PEACE, 

Their civil and criminal jurisdiction — elected for two years 78 

LAWS, 

To decide difference by arbitration, to be passed by the Legislature 96 

Public records, judicial and legislative, written proceedings, in what language promul- 
gated, to be preserved and conducted 100 

Legislature to have sole power to suspend the 102 

Ex post facto, impairing obligations and divesting vested rights, not to be passed 119 

To be promulgated in French and English 129 

LOTTERIES, 

The sale of Lottery tickets forbidden 118 

MILITIA, 

How to be organised 69, 60 
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MONEY, PUBLIC, articlb. 

What statement of, to be published annually 04 

NEW ORLEANS, 

The citizens of, their right of appointing certain officers — Mayors and Recorders of, in- 
eligible to General Assembly — Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Assistant Aldermen, 
commissioned as Justices of the Peace — vested with criminal jurisdiction 124 

Parish of, divided into Representative and Senatorial Districts, and so extended as to 

include the former city of Lafayette 8 

OFFICE, 

Not to be held by one who exercises another, with what exception 2, 122 

Who shall not be eligible to 99 

OFFICERS OF THE STATE, 

Residence of, where it shall be 96 

How removed 97 

The Legislature to provide for their continuance in office until their successors are inducted 125 

Under the old Constitution, to remain in office until their successors are inducted 144 

When elected under this Constitution, and when their service is to terminate 147 

Of the House of Representatives and Senate, when and how chosen 9, 14 

OATH OF OFFICE 90 

PROSECUTIONS, 

How carried on 71 

To be by Indictment or information 108 

PRESS, 

The, to be free 106 

RESIDENCE, 

Of State officers, where it shall be 96 

Of electors In the city of New Orleans, to be registered 11 

SENATE, 

One of the branches of the General Assembly 8 

Members ef, elected for what time, and to choose their own officers 14 

Shall vote to confirm or reject the Governor's nomination 82 

SENATORS, 

Qualification of f 6 

Divided by law into two classes 17 

Election of, when held 18 

Of the United States, how elected 84 

SECRETARY OF STATE, 

To hold his office four years, how elected— vacancies, how filled 66, 57 

First election of, under this Constitution 152 

SHERIFFS, 

Are to be elected every two years in each parish — their number, how to be increased 

in each parish — vacancies to be filled by the Governor 80 

TREASURER OF THE STATE, 

To hold his office two years, how elected— and vacancies, how filled 56, 67, 152 

TREASON, 

In what it shall consist, and the proof 90 

TAXATION, 

Shall be equal and uniform 128 

VOTING, 

The right of, to whom given 10 

Te be regulated in the city of New Orleans by a registry law 11 

Right of voting, to whom denied 12, 98, 126 

To be allowed only in the parish and precinct of the voter 18 

To be regulated by law 98 

i 
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REGLEMENS DU SENAT. 



DES FONCTIONS DU PRESIDENT. 

1. Lorsque le President aura pris le fauteuil et que le Senat sera 
en quorum, le Secretaire lira le proces-verbal de la seance de la 
veille, afin de corriger lea erreurs qui auraient pu s'y glisser. 

2. Le President aura la direction ge'ndrale du Senat; il aura le 
droit de nommer un membre pour le remplacer au fauteuil. 

3. Le President se levera pour poser une question, mais il pourra 
Fexpliquer etant assis. Les questions seront distinctement pose'es 
de cette maniere, savoir: "Tous ceux qui sont d'opinion (suivant la 
question) diront oui; " et lorsque les voix auront etd prises pour Paf- 
firmative, " Tous ceux qui sont d'une opinion contraire diront non." 
Si le President a des doutes, ou qu'on demande que les voix soient 
comptees, alors ceux qui seront en faveur de la question se leveront 
les premiers, et ceux qui seront contre se leveront ensuite. 

4. Tous les actes, memoires et resolutions passes dans les deux 
Chambres, seront signds par le President, et tout ordre, mandat et 
subpoena, rendu par ordre du Senat, seront aussi signes par le Pre- 
sident, et contresignes par le Secretaire. 

5. En cas de trouble ou de desordre dans les galeries, le President 
ou Pofficier qui presidera aura le pouvoir de les faire evacuer. 

DES DEBATS ET DU DECORUM. 

6. Aucun membre ne parlera a un autre, et ne troublera de quelque 
maniere que ce soit le Senat pendant la lecture du proces-verbal ou 
autre document, ou pendant qu'un membre a la parole. 

7. Tout membre qui prendra la parole, s'adressera au President; 
il demeurera debout a sa place, et reprendra son siege lorsqu'il aura 
fini de parler. 

8. Aucun membre ne parlera plus de deux fois le meme jour sur 
la meme question, a moins qu'il n'y soit auto rise par le Senat, excep- 
te en comite general. 
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4 REGLEMEXS DC 8ENAT. 

9. Lorsque deux ou plusieurs personnes se leveront en meme temps, 
le President designera celle qui doit avoir la parole; mais dans tous 
les cas, celle qui se sera levee la premiere, aura le droit de parler 
auparavant. 

10. Lorsqu'une motion aura ete faite, elle sera mise par ecrit si le 
President ou un des membres le desire, et deposee sur le bureau ; et 
le Secretaire en donner a lecture avant qu'elle ne soit agitee. 

11. Quand une question est en deliberation, il ne sera recu aucune 
motion, excepte pour ajourner, pour deposer sur la table, pour renvo- 
yer a un certain jour, pour referer ou pour amender, pour diviscr la 
quest on. Toutes ces motions spe*ciales auront la preference dans 
Pordre ou elles sont nominees, et la motion d'ajournement sera tou- 
jours a Pordre, excepts quand un membre a la parole, ou quand on a 
decide' qu'on procederait au vote par oui et non, ou encore lorsqu'une 
division de la Chambre sera demandee et que la question doit etre 
decidee sans debat; mais une motion pour ajourner a un jour autre 
que le jour suivant, ne pourra etre mise a Pordre du jour avant que 
la question n'ait 616 decidee, et sans quelle ait elle-meme ete portee 
a Pordre d'un jour specialement designe. 

12. Lorsqu'un membre sera appele a Pordre, il s'assoiera jusqu'a 
ce que le President ait decide si ce membre est a Pordre ou non, et 
toute question d'ordre sera decidee par le President, sans , de*bats ; 
mais lorsqu'il sera dans le doute a cet egard, il pourra consulter 
Popinion du Senat; mais tout membre pourra faire appel de la deci- 
sion du fauteuil. 

13. Si un membre est appele a Pordre pour des expressions dont il 
aura fait usage, ces expressions seront ecrites sur le champ par le 
Secretaire, afin que le President puisse avec plus de facilite donner 
sa decision dans cette circonstance. 

DE L'ORDRE DU JOUR. 

14. Toutes les questions relatives a la priorite* a donner aux affai- 
res seront decidees sans discussion ; mais nulle motion de prendre en 
consideration un bill hors du temps regulier, ne sera acceptee que du 
consentement des deux tiers des Senateurs presents. 

15. Apres la lecture du journal, le President demandera, avant de 
proceder a Pordre du jour, s'il y a des rapports de comite^s, des bills 
ou resolutions a presenter au Senat, conformement a Pavis qui en 
aura 6t6 deja donne. 

16. Les affaires non terminees dont le Senat etait occupe avant son 
dernier ajournement, auront la preference sur tout autre objet a 
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REGLEMENSDU SEN AT. O 

Pordre du jour; et jusqu'a ce qu'il en ait 6t6 dispose, aucune motion, 
ou aucune autre affaire ne sera admise sans une permission expresse 
du Se"nat. 

IT. Dans Pordre du jour, les affaires auront la preference dans 
Pordre qui suit, savoir: 

lo. Premiere lecture des bills et resolutions venant de la Chambre 
des Reprdsentans ; 

2o. Les bills, &c, fixds pour ce jour-la. 

3o. Les bills, &c, a leur^troisieme lecture. 

4o. Les bills, &c., a leur seconde lecture. 

DES AMENDEMENS. 

18. Aucune motion ou proposition nouvelle ne sera faite en forme 
d'amendement pour etre substitute a la motion ou proposition deja 
en discussion. 

DES QUESTIONS, DU VOTE, DE L'APPEL NOMINAL, DES 

SCRUTINS. 

19. Apres qu'une question aura dte* posee par le President ou par 
le Secretaire, elle restera en la possession du Senat, mais elle pourra 
etre retiree avant d'avoir et6 decidee ou amendee. 

20. Si la question en discussion renferme differents points, tout 
membre pourra en demander la division; mais une motion ayant pour 
objet d'effacer pour substituer, ne pourra etre divisde. 

21. Tout membre qui se trouvera dans le Sdnat a Pinstant ou le 
President met une question aux voix, dans les stances publiques ou 
secretes, donnera son vote, a moins que la Chambre, pour des raisons 
particulieres, ne Pen dispense. 

22. Lorsqu'une motion faite est mise aux voix, elle sera considered 
corarae perdue si elle n'obtient pas Passentiment de la majorite* des 
membres prdsens. 

23. Quand Pun des membres demandera Pappel nominal, et que sa 
demande sera appuyde, chaque membre, au moment ou son nom sera 
appele, dmettra son vote pour ou contre la question, sans debats quel- 
conques; chaque fois qu'on fera Pappel nominal, les noms des mem- 
bres seront appelds dans Pordre alphabdtique. 

24. Aucun membre ne votera sur une question, dans le resultat de 
laquelle il est directement interesse*, ou qui a etd posee pendant 
qu'il etait absent. Dans toute question ou le Senat sera divise, et ou 
les voix sont compters, on ne comptera aucun membre qui sera en 
dehors de la barre. 
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6 REGLEMENS DU SENAT. 

25. Lorsqu'un blanc devra etre rempli, la somrae la plus elevee et 
le temps le plus long seront d'abord mis aux voix. 

26. Toute election sera decidee par la majoritd des membres p re- 
sens, a Pexception des comites. 

27. Toutes questions sur des amendemens, ou qui toucheraient au 
fond de la proposition principale, sans etre la question definitive, 
seront ddciddes a la majorite des membres prdsens, malgrd qu'un plus 
grand nombre de voix put dtre exigd pour la question definitive elle- 
meme. 

DE LA RECONSIDERATION. 

28. Lorsqu'une question aura ete soumise au Senat, et decidee affir- 
mativement ou ndgativement, tout membre qui aura vote dans la 
majorite, pourra demander qu'elle soit de nouveau considdrde; mais 
aucune motion pour qu'une decision soit considdrde de nouveau ne 
sera a Pordre, lorsque le bill, la resolution, le message, le rapport, 
Pamendement ou la motion, objet de cette decision, aura cesse d'etre 
dans la possession du Sdnat; et la motion pour considdrer de nouveau 
une decision quelconque, ne sera point a Pordre, si elle n'est faite le 
merae jour que cette decision a ete' prise, ou le jour suivant; et une 
fois que la reconsideration aura eu lieu, elle sera considdrde comme 
finale. 

DES MESSAGES. 

29. Les messages seront ported a la Chambre des Reprdsentants 
par le Secretaire qui certifiera au dos du message la ddcision du 
Senat. 

30. Les messages qui seront apportes de la Chambre des Repre- 
sentants seront recus au bureau par le Secretaire, et par lui remis au 
President du Senat. 

31. Les messages seront recus quelles que soient les occupations 
du moment, exceptd lorsque le President met une question aux voix 
ou que Pon procede a Pappel nominal. 

DES COMITES SPECIAUX ET PERMANENS. 

32. Le President nommera tous les comites, exceptd lorsque le Se- 
nat en ordonnera autrement; et dans le cas de nominations de comi- 
tds par le Senat, elles auront lieu a la plurality des voix; mais toutes 
les fois qu'un sujet aura dtd renvoye a un comitd special, tout autre 
sujet de meme nature pourra, sur motion, etre renvoyd a ce comite. 
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REGLEMENS DUSENAT. 1 

33. Des le premier ou le second jour de Fouverture de chaque ses- 
sion, dix-sept comites permanents seront nommds, savoir: 

lo. Comite d'Elections. 

2o. Comite de Reclamations. 

3o. Comite des Aifaires non Terminees. 

4o. Comite d'Enrolement des Bills. 

5o. Comite pour viser et controler les depenses du Senat. 

60. Comite sur FEducation Publique. 

7o. Comite* sur les Ameliorations Intdrieures. 

80. Comite Judiciaire. 

9o. Comite de Commerce, d* Agriculture et de Manufacture. 

lOo. Comite des Relations Federates. 

llo. Comite pour visiter le Pdnitentiaire. 

12o. Comite* de la Milice. 

13o. Comite* de Finances. 

14o. Comite sur les Amendements a la Constitution. 

15o. Comite sur les Terres et Levees. 

16o. Comite sur les Banques et Aifaires de Banque. 

l7o. Comite* sur les Institutions de Bienfaisance. 

34. Aucun comite* ne se reunira pendant les seances du Senat, sans 
en avoir obtenu une permission expresse. 

35. Les rapports du Comite d'Enrolement pourront etre faits en 
tout temps et seront toujours a Fordre. 

36. Quand des motions sont faites sur le meme sujet pour le choix 
d'un comite et pour la dissolution d'un comite, la question sur la dis- 
solution sera examinee la premiere. 

DES PREMIERE, SECONDE ET TROISIEME LECTURES DES 
BILLS DES COMITES GENERAUX. 

37. H sera donne avis, au moins un jour d'avance, de toute motion 
projetee ayant pour objet d'obtenir la permission d'introduire un 
bill, a moins que les deux-tiers des membres n*en ordennent diffe^ 
remment. (II a dte decide par le Se*nat que cela signifie les deux- 
tiers des membTes presents; vendredi, 27 fevrier 1846.) 

38. Tout bill subira trois lectures avant son adoption, et a cha- 
cune d'elles le President annoncera a la Chambre si c'est la premiere, 
la seconde ou la troisieme; ces lectures se feront a trois jours dhT6- 
rents, a moins que le Senat n'en de*cide autrement a une majorite* des 
quatre-cinquiemes des voix; et toutes les resolutions auxquelles le 
concours de la Chambre sera ne*cessaire, seront, quant a leur intro- 
duction et a la maniere de proceder a leur sujet, dans le Senat, sou- 
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mises aux formalitds prescrites a Pegard des bills ; et toutcs autres 
resolutions et rapports de comites resteront deposes sur le bureau 
pendant un jour. 

39. La premiere lecture d'un bill sera pour Pinstruction des mem- 
bres, et s'il y est fait opposition, la question primitive sera: " Ce bill 
sera-t-il rejete ?" S'il n'est point fait deposition, ou si la question 
pour le rejet est ddcidde negativement ; le bill subira une seconde 
lecture, sans qu'il soit ndcessaire de consulter le Senat. 

40. Aucun bill ne pourra etre renvoye a un comite ou amende* 
avant qu'il ait subi sa seconde lecture. 

41. Tous bills, a leur seconde lecture, pourront etre discutes en 
comite general sur une motion, et lorsque le Senat se formera en 
comite general, le President pourra prdsider le Senat ou appeler un 
membre pour occuper le fauteuil. 

42. La question finale sur la seconde lecture de tout bill ou reso- 
lution qui aura pris naissance au Senat, et qui exigera trois lectures 
avant sa passation, sera: "Ce bill ou resolution sera-t-il mis au net 
et lu une troisieme fois ? " 

43. Et aucun amendement ne sera admis a discussion a la troi- 
sieme lecture d'un bill ou d'une resolution, sans le consentement des 
deux-tiers des membres presents; mais la motion faite pour renvoyer 
tel bill ou telle resolution a un comite avant son adoption, sera tou- 
jours a Pordre, et si ledit comite est nomme et qu'il rapporte tel ou 
tels amendements, ledit bill ou resolution sera relu une seconde fois 
et consider comme pardevant un comite general, alors la question 
ci-dessus sera de nouveau posee. 

DES MEMOIRES ET PETITIONS. 

44. Lorsque le President ou un membre du Senat presentera un 
memoire ou une petition, il devra faire verbalement un sommaire du 
contenu dudit memoire ou petition, avant qu'il en soit donne lecture 
par le Secretaire. 

45. Lorsqu'un membre demandera la lecture d'un document quel- 
conque et qu'il y aura objection, le Senat decidera et ce sans debats. 

DU HUIS CLOS ET DES AFFAIKES EXECUTIVES. 

46. Sur motion faite et secondee pour que les portes du Senat 
soient fermees afin de discuter toute affaire qui, dans Popinion de 
tout membre, exigerait le secret, le President donnera Pordre de 
faire evacuer les galeries ou le lobby; et pendant tout le temps de 
cette discussion les portes du Senat resteront fermees. 
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REGLEMEXS P U S E X AT . 9 

47. Les membres garderont inviolablement lc secret sur toutes les 
depeches confidentielles adrcssdes au Sdnat par le pouvoir cxdcutif, 
jusqu'a ce qu'ils soient releves de Pobligation du secret par une reso- 
lution expresse. 

48. Tons renseignements ou observations sur la reputation ou les 
qualifications d'une personne presentee au Senat, pour quelque em- 
ploi public, demeureront egalement secrets. 

49. Lorsque le Gouverneur de PEtat proposera des nominations au 
Senat, une epoque prochaine sera fixde pour les prendre en conside- 
ration, a moins que les deux-tiers du Senat en decident autre- 
ment. 

50. Les deliberations du Senat, quand il s'occupera d'affaires exe- 
cutives, seront inscrites dans un livre particulier. 

51. Lorsque le Senat votera, soit sur une nomination a un emploi 
public, soit sur une recommandation pour sursis ou pardon ou com- 
mutation de peines, ou remises d'amendes ou confiscations, la majo- 
rite des voix sera necessaire pour la decision, et aucune motion ne 
sera recue, pour la reconsideration d'une decision du Senat, sur des 
affaires executives. 

DU SECRETAIRE, DES COMMIS ET DU JOURMAL. 

52. Les deliberations du Senat, quand il n'agit pas en comite ge- 
neral, seront inscrites dans le journal d'une maniere aussi concise 
que possible. 

53. Toute decision du Senat sera inscrite dans le journal avec un 
etat concis de la question, et un sommaire des petitions, m6moires 
ou papiers prgsentes au Senat, sera egalement inscrit dans le 
journal. 

54. Toutes les decisions du Senat, sur des questions d'ordre, se- 
ront reunies par le Secretaire et inserees a la fin du journal de cha- 
que session. 

55. Dans le cas ou tout Commis, Sergent-d'Armes ou Portier du 
Senat, viendrait a manquer a son devoir, le Secretaire devra en faire 
son rapport au Senat et le plus tot possible. 

56. Le Secretaire ou Assistant-Secretaire lira lc journal chaque 
jour sur Poriginal, et apres qu'il aura ete lu et rectifie, s'il y a lieu, et 
non auparavant, la minute sera examinee par le Secretaire du Senat, 
et, s'il est necessaire, corrigee et amendee sous la sanction du Senat, 
et des copies dans les deux langues seront fournies a PImprimeur, 
revetues de la signature authentique du Secretaire, vers dix heures 
du matin, le lendemain du jour de leur lecture. 

2 
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10 REGLEMENSDU SENAT. 

57. Le Secretaire se considerera comme responsable envers le S6- 
nat pour la correction du journal dans les deux langues, et pour la 
fidelity et prompte execution de toutes les transactions ordonnees ; il 
ecrira lui-meme et de sa main, le livre des bills et le journal executif 
du Senat. II endossera tous les bills, les resolutions conjointes, et 
tous autres documents de nature a etre endosses. II gardera sous sa 
responsabilite tous les bills et documents confies a la garde du Senat. 

11 les tiendra en ordre convenable, et les Clercs lui seront subordon- 
ngs, et seront places sous son controle et sous sa direction, et il sera 
de leur devoir de se tenir dans le bureau du Clerc depuis neuf heures 
du matin jusqu'a Pheure de Pajournement, et depuis quatre heures 
du soir jusqu'a ce qu'ils soient congedies par le Secretaire, qui pren- 
dra note des presents et des absents, et en remettra la liste au Pre- 
sident le lendemain. 

58. L' Assistant-Secretaire du Senat, en cas d'absence, de resigna- 
tion ou de mort du Secretaire, remplira ses fonctions jusqu'a ce qu'un 
successeur ait ete elu. II s'occupera de la transmission des messages 
a la Chambre Inferieure, et pourra signer et endosser tous les bills 
resolutions conjointes, resolutions et autres documents susceptibles 
d'etre signes ou endosses par le Secretaire. II surveillera le travail 
des Clercs du Senat, et devra faire son rapport au Senat de toute 
negligence, incapacite ou absence des Clercs ou de Pun deux, sans 
conge. Et comme prepose aux minutes du Senat, il tiendra un journal 
special de tous les travaux du Senat, lequel journal devra etre ter- 
mine a temps pour que la lecture puisse en etre faite chaque matin 
a ce corps. 

DU SERGENT-D'ARMES ET DU PORTIER. 

59. II sera nomme un Sergent-d'Armes qui restera en fonctions 
tant qu'il plaira au Senat, et dont le devoir sera d'assister aux sean- 
ces du Senat, d'executer les ordres que le Senat pourra lui donner 
de temps a autre, ainsi que ceux qui seront donnes par le President, 
en vertu de Pautorite du Senat. 

60. II sera nomme un portier qui restera en fonctions selon le bon 
plaisir du Senat, et dont le devoir sera de veiller a Pentree du lobby, 
d'annoncer les messages, de tenir les appartements en ordre, d'y 
faire du feu, d'avoir soin de la salle du Senat, et d'y faire genGrale- 
ment tout ce que les membres pourront demander. 
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REGLEMENS DU SEN AT. 11 

DU MANUEL DE JEFFERSON. 

DES AMENDEMENTS AUX REGLEMENTS. 

61. Lorsque les presents rdglements seront muets ou obscurs sur 
toute question d'ordre ou usages parlementaires, le Manuel de Jeffer- 
son sera considere comme une autorite. 

62. Aucun reglement permanent du Senat ne sera annulle ou alte're', 
sans qu'il en ait 6tG donne* avis un jour d'avance, et Pon ne pourra 
deroger a aucune regie, excepte par la majority des deux-tiers des 
membres presents. 

(Signe) C. H. MOUTON, 

Lieutenant-Gouverncur et President du Senat. 
(Certifie) J. A. WARNER, 

Secretaire du Senat. 
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MEMBRES DU SENAT. 



Hon. C. H. MOUTON, Lieut. -Gonverneur et President du Senat. 



BBATTY, A., Assumption, Terrebonne et La- 
fourche. 
BUFFINGTON, T. J., Est Baton Rouge. 
BERAULT, St. MAURICE, St. Jean Baptiste et 

St. Jacques. 
CHEW, P., Concordia et Tensas. 
DUCROS, J. M., Plaquemines, St. Bernard et 

Orleans (rive droite). 
DbRUSSY, G. L., Natchitoches et Winn. 
DEFREESE, B. L., Ouachita, Morehouse, Union 

et Jackson. 
EVANS, J. R., Bienville, Claiborne, Winn et 

Bossier. 
GARDERE, F., Jefferson. 
GRIFFEN, W. P., Rapides et Avoyelles. 
HEARD, H. J., St. Martin et Vermillion. 
UYAMS, H. M., Orleans. 
HARALSON, B., Ouest Feliciana. 
KIDD, W. M., Morehouse, Ouachita, Union et 

Jackson. 
KENNER, D. F., St. Jean Baptiste, St. Jacques et 

Ascension . 



LAVERGNE, JULES, Orleans. 

MACMURDO, J. R., Orleans. 

MARTEL, B. A., St. Landry et Calcasieu. 

MUNDAY, G. W., Est Follciana. 

OLIVER, F., Catahoula, Caldwell et Franklin. 

PEARCE, B. W., Bienville, Claiborne, Winn et 

Bossier. 
PHILLIPS, II., Natchitoches, Sabine, DeSoto et 

Caddo. 
PELLERIN, D., Lafayette, Calcasieu et St. 

Landry. 
RYAN, M., Rapides et AvoyeUes. 
RICHARDSON, H., Washington, Ste. Hdlene ct 

St. Tammany. 
SCOTT, W. S., CarroU. 
SIMMES, B. B., Ouest Baton Rouge, Pointe Coupee 

et Ouest Feliciana. 
St. PAUL, H. W., Orleans. 
TAYLOR, W. R., Jefferson et St. Charles. 
WOODS, E. D., Ouest Baton Rouge et Iberville. 
WITHERS, D. D., Orleans. 
WALKER, J. W., Ste. Marie. 



Warner, James A., Secretaire. 
Levison, A., Assistant Secretaire. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



COMITES PEMANENS DU SENAT. 



SUR LE JUDICIAIRE. 

RyaD, Beatty, Berault, Hyams, Walker. 

Sur le Commerce, l' Agriculture et les Manufactures. 
Withers, Wood, Chew, Pellerin, Ducros. 

Sur les Relations Federales. 
Philips, Griffen, Kenner. 

Sur le Penitencier. 
Simmes, Munday, Buffington, DeRussy, Lavergne. 

Sur la Milice. 
DeRussy, Sinmies, Scott, St. Paul, Lavergne. 

Sur les Institutions Charitables. 
Defreese, Pellerin, Ducros, Martel, Lavergne. 

Sur les Finances. 
Macmurdo, Withers, Kenner, Munday, Gardere. 

Sur les Banques et les Affaires de Ban que. 
Hyams, Wood, Kenner, Haralson, Lavergne, Withers. 

Sur les Elections. 
Haralson, Philips, Taylor, St. Paul, Heard. 

Sur les Reclamations. 
Munday, Martel, Kidd, Oliver, Gardere. 

Sur les Affaires N on-Terminees. 
Pellerin, Richard son^ Buffington. 

Sur l'Enrolement des Bills. 
St. Paul, Haralson, Berault, Beatty, Gardere. 

Sur les Depenses Contingentes. 
Richardson, Oliver, Kidd. 
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SUR LA LlBRAIRIE DE l'EtAT. 

Evans, Griffen, Berault. 

Sur l'Education Publique. 
Pearce, Philips, Walker, Martel, Heard. 

Sur les Ameliorations Interieures. 
DeRussy, Simmes, Scott, Wood, Kenner, Chew, Defreese, Taylor, 

Beatty. 

Sur les Affaires Paroissiales. 
Martel, Pearce, Scott, Ryan, Heard. 

Sur les Amendements a la Constitution. 
Beatty, Pearce, Kidd. 

Sur les Terres Marecageuses et les Levees. 
Simmes, Haralson, Kenner, Defreese, Gardfcre, Beatty, Kidd. 
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CONSTITUTION 



DE 



L'ETAT DE LA LOUISIANE. 



PREAMBULE. 

Nous, le Peuple de l'Etat de la Louisiane, dtablissons et decrdtons 
cette Constitution. 

TITRE I. 

DISTRIBUTION DES POUVOIRS. 

Article 1. Les pouvoirs du gouvernement de l'Etat de la Loui- 
siane sont divisds en trois departments distincts. 

Chacun de ces departements est confid a un corps particulier de 
magistrats. 

Le pouvoir legislatif est attribue* a un corps particulier; le pouvoir 
executif a un autre corps, et le pouvoir judiciaire a un troisieme 
corps. 

Art. 2. Aucun de ces departements, ni aucune personne remplis- 
sant dans Pun d'eux une place quelconque, n'exercera les pouvoirs 
qui apparticnnent en propre a Pun des autres, si ce n'est dans les cas 
indiques ci-apres expressdment. 

TITRE II. 

pouvoir legislatif. 

Art. 3. Le pouvoir legislatif de l'Etat est confid a deux Cham- 
bres distinctes qui s'appelleront, l'une: Chambre des Reprdsentants, 
Pautre, Se*nat, et qui, reunis, porteront ce titre: Assemblee Gen&ale 
de l'Etat de la Louisiane. 

Art. 4. Les membres de la Chambre des Reprdsentants exerce- 
ront leurs fonctions pendant une pdriode de deux annees, a partir de 
la cloture des elections generates. 
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20 CONSTITUTION DE 

Art. 5. L'dlection des Reprdsentants aura lieu tous les deux ans, 
le premier lundi de novembre, et elle ne durera qu'un jour. L'As- 
semblde Gdndrale so rdunira annuellement, le troisifcme lundi de Jan- 
vier, a moins que cette dpoque ne soit changde par la loi. La session 
des Chambres aura lieu au sifege du gouvernement. 

Art. 6. Tout dlecteur reconnu comme tel par cette Constitution, 
est Eligible a PAssemblde Gdndrale. Nul ne sera Reprdsentant ou 
Sdnateur si, a Pdpoque de son Election, il n'est dlecteur, soit du dis- 
trict representatif, soit du district senatorial qui Pa nommd. 

Art. 1. Selection des membres de PAssemblde Gdndrale sera 
tenue dans les diverses circonscriptions dlectorales dtablies par la 
loi. La Legislature peut ddleguer le pouvoir d'dtablir des circons- 
criptions dlectorales aux autorites de paroisse ou aux autorites muni- 
cipales. 

Art. 8. La representation, a la Chambre des Reprdsentants, sera 
egale et uniforme. Elle sera rdglde sur la base de la population to- 
tale de chaque paroisse d'Etat. Chaque paroisse aura au moins on 
Reprdsentant. Aucune nouvelle paroisse ne sera crdde avec un ter- 
ritoire moindre de six cent vingt-cinq milles carrds, ni avec une 
population infdrieure au chiffre qui lui donnerait droit a un Reprd- 
sentant II ne sera point non plus crde de nouvelle paroisse quand, 
par la, une autre paroisse doit etre privde de Pdtendue de territoire 
et du chiffre de population exigd comme ci-dessus. 

Le premier ddnombrement que feront executer les autoritds de 
PEtat, en vertu de cette Constitution, aura lieu en 1853; le second 
en 1858, et le troisieme en 1865. Apres cette derniere annee, PAs- 
semblde Gdndrale indiquera de quelle manifcre doit etre opdrd le re- 
censement, pourvu qu'il ait lieu une fois au moins tous les dix ans, 
afin de constater la population totale de chaque paroisse et de chaque 
district electoral. 

A la premiere session rdgulifcre des Chambres qui suivra chaque 
ddnombrement, la Legislature repartira la representation entre les 
differentes paroisses et les divers districts dlectoraux, en prenant 
pour base la population totale. Un diviseur sera ddtermind, et cha- 
que paroisse et district dlectoral aura le nombre de Reprdsentants 
auquel lui donnera droit sa population totale, et en outre un Reprd- 
sentant pour toute fraction qui excfcdera la moitid du diviseur. Le 
nombre des Reprdsentants ne ddpassera pas cent et ne sera pas moin- 
dre de soixante-dix. La reprdsentation au Sdnat et a la Chambre des 
Reprdsentants restera comme elle est maintenant dtablie par la loi 
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jusqu'a ce que la repartition soit exdcutee et que les elections qui la 
suivront aicnt lieu, conformement au premier denombrement ci- 
dessus ordonne. 

Les limites de la paroisse d'Orleans sont agrandies de maniere a 
comprendre toute la ville actuelle de la Nouvelle-Orleans, y compris 
cette partie de la paroisse Jefferson connue autrefois sous le nom de 
ville de Lafayette. 

Toute cette partie de la paroisse d'Orleans, situee sur la rive gau- 
che du Mississippi, sera divisee par la Legislature en dix districts 
reprdsentatifs au plus; et jusqu'a ce qu'une nouvelle repartition ait 
lieu, conformement au premier recensement qui doit s'operer en vertu 
de la presente Constitution, cette partie de la ville de la Nouvelle- 
Orleans, qui est comprise dans les anciennes limites de la ville de 
Lafayette, formera le Dixieme District Kepresentatif, concourra a 
nommer les Secateurs de la paroisse d'Orieans, et elira deux Repre- 
sentants sur les trois que nommait, conformement a la loi, la paroisse 
de Jefferson. Les autres districts representatifs resteront ce qu'ils 
sont maintenant. 

Art. 9. La Chambre des Reprdsentants nommera son Orateur et 
ses autres officiers. 

Art. 10. Aura le droit de voter, tout homme libre et blanc, qui a 
atteint Page de vingt-et-un ans, qui a reside* dans PEtat durant les 
douze mois qui ont precede immediatement selection, et les six der- 
niers dans la paroisse ou il se presente pour voter, et qui sera citoyen 
des Etat8-Unis. L'eiecteur qui se sera transporte d'une paroisse 
dans une autre ne perdra pas le droit qu'il avait de voter dans la 
premiere, avant de Pavoir acquis dans la seconde. 

Les electeurs ne pourront jamais, sauf les cas de trahison, de crime 
ou de violation de Pordre public, etre arretes lorsqu'ils assistent a 
une election, qu'ils se rendent au lieu ou elle est tenue, ou qu'ils en 
reviennent. . 

Art. 11. La Legislature ordonnera par une loi speciale, que les 
noms et le domicile de tous les electeurs de la ville de la Nouvelle- 
Orleans soient enregistres, afin qu'ils puissent exercer le droit de 
suffrage; Penregistrement ne devra rien couter a Peiecteur. 

Art. 12. Les soldats faisant partie de Parage des Etats-Unis, les 
marins et les soldats de marine attaches a la marine de guerre des 
Etats-Unis, les mendiants, les interdits et les personnes convaincues 
d'un crime quelconque, entrainant la peine des travaux forces, ne 
ne peuvent voter a aucune election tenue dans cet Etat. 
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Art. 13. Nul ne peut voter, a tme Election quelconque, en dehors 
de la paroisse de sa residence, et, dans les villes et villages divises 
en circonscriptions electorates, en dehors de la circonscriptipn elec- 
torale de sa residence. 

Art. 14. Les membres du Senat seront nommes pour une periode 
de qiiatre annees. Le Senat, une fois reuni, aura le pouvoir de de- 
signer ses officiers. 

Art. 15. Ohaque fois que la Legislature rdpartira la representa- 
tion a la Chambre des Representants, elle divisera l'Etat en districts 
senatoriaux. Aucune paroisse, la paroisse d'Orieans exceptee, ne 
pourra etre divisde pour la formation d'un district senatorial. Quand 
une nouvelle paroisse sera creee, elle sera annexee au district sena- 
torial d'ou provient la plus grande partie de son territoire, ou a un 
district contigu, au choix de la Legislature; mais elle ne pourra ja- 
mais etre annexee a plus d'un district. Le nombre des Senateurs 
sera de trente-deux, et ils seront repartis entre les differents districts 
senatoriaux selon la population totale que renferme chaque district. 
Neanmoins, aucune paroisse n'aura plus de cinq Senateurs. 

Art. 16. Dans toute repartition senatoriale, la population de la 
Nouvelle-Orieans sera deduite de la population de tout PEtat, et le 
chiffre qui restera sera divise par le nombre vingt-sept. Le resultat 
obtenu par ce moyen deviendra le diviseur senatorial, lequel donnera 
a un district senatorial droit a un Senateur. Les districts seront 
formes soit de simples paroisses, soit de paroisses contigues, ayant 
une population qui devra se rapprocher le plus possible du diviseur 
representant un Senateur. Si dans la repartition, une paroisse ou 
un district manque d'un cinquifeme de population pour atteindre au 
diviseur, ou excfede ce diviseur dans la proportion d'un cinquifeme, il 
sera permis alors, mais seulement dans ce cas, de former un district 
qui n'aura pas plus de deux Senateurs. Une fois un Senateur elu, la 
duree de ses fonctions ne pourra jamais etre reduite par suite d'une 
repartition nouvelle. Lorsque le denombrement de la population 
aura ete accompli, conformement a Particle 8 de cette Constitution, la 
Legislature ne pourra voter aucune loi avant d'avoir reparti la repre- 
sentation dans les deux Chambres de PAssemblee Generale. 

Art. 11. A la premiere session de PAssemblee Generale qui suivra 
la mise en vigueur de cette Constitution, les Senateurs seront divises 
au sort et par egales parties en deux classes: le mandat des Sena- 
teurs de la premifere classe expirera a la fin de la seconde annde, et 
celui des Senateurs de la seconde classe a la fin de la quatrifeme 
annee, de sorte que la moitie du Senat sera renouveiee tous les deux 
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ans et qu'ane succession regul&rc sera niaintenue. Quand un dis- 
trict dlira deux Senateurs ou plus, ils tireront entre eux au sort et 
leur niandat respectif expirera selon la classe qui leur est echue, a 
la fin de la seconde et de la quatrifeme annde. 

Art. 18. La premiere Election de Senateurs sera generale dans 
tout PEtat et aura lieu en meme temps que Peiection generale des 
Reprlsentants. Aprfcs cette premiere eletion generale, il y en aura 
une autre tous les deux ans pour remplacer les Senateurs dont le 
mandat sera expire. 

Art. 19. Ghaque Chambre de PAssemblee Generale devra etre en 
quorum pour proceder a ses travaux; une majority des membres de 
chaque Chambre constituera le quorum. S'il n'y a qu'une minority 
prtsente, elle pourra sojourner de jour en jour et sera autorisde par 
la loi a contraindre les absents a se rendre aux seances. 

Art. 20. Ghaque Chambre de PAssemblee Generale jugera si les 
conditions requises pour Peiection de ses membres ont ete remplies. 
La loi determinera la manifere de proceder, toutes les fois que la vali- 
dity d'une Election sera contestee. 

Abt. 21. Chaque Chambre de PAssemblee Generale aura la faculty 
d'adopter un rdglement, de punir les membres qui violeront Pordre, 
et meme, a la majority des deux tiers, d'en ordonner Pexpulsion. Ce- 
pendant, la meme faute ne devra jamais etre frappde d'un double 
chatiment. 

Abt. 22. II sera dressd un procfes-verbal des deliberations de 
chaque Chambre de PAssemblee Generate, lequel sera publie toutes 
les semaines. L'appel nominal sera, a la requete de deux membres 
et quelle que soit la question, inscrit au proc^B- verbal. 

Art. 23. Chaque Chambre aura la faculte d'ordonner Pemprisonne- 
ment de toute personne, ne faisant point partie de ladite Chambre, 
qui violera Pordre ou bien qui cherchera a entraver les deliberations. 
La duree de cet emprisonnement ne depassera pas dix jours pour une 
seule et meme faute. 

Art. 24. Aucune Chambre ne pourra, pendant la session de PAs- 
semblee Generale, sojourner sans le consentement de Pautre pour 
plus de trois jours, ni changer, sans ce meme concours, le lieu de ses 



Art. 25. Les membres de PAssemblee Generale recevront du 
tresor public une remuneration pour leurs services, laquelle sera de 
quatre piastres par jour pendant la duree de la session, y inclus le 
temps qu'ils mettront pour se rendre au lieu du siege de la Legisla- 
ture, comme pour s'en retourner. La remuneration pourra etre aug- 
mentee ou reduite par la loi, mais aucun changement n'aura lieu a 
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cet dgard tant que le mandat dee membres de la Chambre des Repre- 
sentans qui auront ddcrdtd ^augmentation ou la diminution du traite- 
ment ne sera point expire*. 

La durde des sessions legislatives sera bornee a une pdriode de 
soixante jours a partir de Pouverture des Chambres; toute mesure 
votde apres cette pdriode sera nulle et de nul effet. Cette disposition 
ne s'applique pas a la premiere Legislature qui se rdunira apres 
Padoption de cette Constitution. 

Art. 26. Les membres de PAssemblde Gdndrale ne pourront jamais, 
sauf dans le cas de trahison, de crime ou de violation de Pordre 
public, etre arretds pendant qu'ils remplissent leurs devoirs a la Cham- 
bre a laquelle ils appartiennent, ou qu'ils sont en route soit pour se 
rendre au lieu des sessions, soit pour en rcvenir. On ne pourra pas, 
en dehors de la Legislature, leur demandcr compte des discours qu'ils 
auront prononcds dans Pune ou Pautre Chambre. 

Art. 21. Les Senateurs et Reprdsentans ne peuvent, durant la 
pdriode que doit remplir leur mandat, ni memo dans Pannde qui suivra 
Pexpiration de ce mandat, dtre nommds ou dlus a aucune fonction 
civile salaride dependant de PEtat, laquelle aurait dtd crdde ou dont 
la remuneration aurait dtd augmentee pendant la duree de leurs fonc- 
tions. Ils sont ndanmoins dligibles aux places soumises a Pdlection 
populaire. 

Art. 28. Aucune personne chargde, a une epoque quelconque, do 
la perception des taxes, soit pour PEtat, soit pour une paroisse ou 
une municipality ou a qui les deniers publics auront dtd d'une facon 
ou d'une autre confies, ne sera Eligible a PAssemblde Gdndrale, a une 
place salaride ou a un poste honorifique ddpendant de PEtat, si elle 
n'a prdalablement obtenu une quittance pour le montant des taxes 
qu'elle aura percues ou pour les fonds publics qui lui auraient dte* 
confids. 

Art. 29. Aucun bill ne deviendra loi avant d'avoir dtd lu a trois 
jours diffdrents dans chaque Chambre de PAssemblde Gdndrale et 
d'avoir dtd librement discutd. Cependant, en cas d'urgence, la Cham- 
bre ou le bill est pris en considdration, peut, a la majoritd des quatre 
cinquieme des membres, dcarter le rdglement si elle le juge a propos. 

Art. 30. La Chambre des Reprdsentans aura seulement le droit 
de proposer les bills dont Pobjet est la perception du revenu; mais le 
Sdnat aura la facultd de proposer des amendemens comme pour les 
bills ordinaires, pourvu que sous prdtexte de modification, il n'intro 
duise aucune nouvelle disposition dtrangere a la perception du revenu. 

Art. 31. L'Assemblce Gdndrale indiqucra par une loi la source 
d'ou dmaneront les ordres d'election pour pourvoir aux vacances qui 
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surviendront dans Fune et Fautre Chambre, ainsi que la maniere dont 
ces ordres seront donnes. 

Art. 32. Le Senat statuera par aid et par non sur la confirmation 
ou le rejet des officiers que le Gouverneur doit nommer avec le con- 
cours du Senat. Les noma des Senateurs qui voteront pour ou contre 
une nomination quelconque, seront inscrits dans un journal tenu a 
cet eflfet et qui sera publie a la fin de chaque session ou meme avant 
cette epoque. 

Art. 33. Les bulletins detection des membres de PAssemblee Ge- 
nerate seront transmis au Secretaire d'Etat. 

Art. 34. L'annee ou Peiection reguliere d'un Senateur au Congres 
des Etats-TJni8 doit avoir lieu, les membres de PAssemblee Generate 
se reuniront dans Penceinte de la Chambre des Representans, le lundi 
qui suivra Pouverture de la session legislative. 

TITRE III. 

POUVOIR EXECUTIF. 

Art. 35. Le pouvoir exdcutif supreme est confie a un magistrat 
qui portera le titre de Gouverneur de PEtat de la Louisiane, et qui 
restera quatre ans en fonctions. Le Gouverneur sera elu, ainsi que 
le Lieutenant-Gouverneur, nomine} pour la meme periode, de la ma- 
niere suivante: 

Les electeurs reconnus comme tels, ayant droit de voter a Peiection 
des Representans, voteront aussi pour un Gouverneur et un Lieute- 
nant-Gouverneur, a Fepoque et a Pendroit ou ils votent pour les Re- 
presentans. Les bulletins de chaque election seront scellds et transmis 
par Fofficier charge de ce devoir au Secretaire d'Etat qui les remettra 
a POrateur de la Chambre des Representans, le deuxieme jour de la 
session de PAssemblee Generale qui suivra ladite election. Les mem- 
bres de PAssemblee Generale se reuniront dans Penceinte de la Cham- 
bre des Representans pour examiner et compter les votes. La per- 
sonne qui aura recu le plus grand nombre de voix pour la place de 
Gouverneur sera declare dument elue. Si, neanmoins, deux personnes, 
ou plus, obtiennent pour la place de Gouverneur un nombre de voix 
egal, et que le chiffre des suffrages qu'elles ont ainsi recus soit le 
plus considerable, Pune d'elle sera immediatement nommee Gouver- 
neur par le vote reuni des membres de PAssemblee Generale. La 
personne qui aura recu le plus grand nombre de voix pour le poste 
de Lieutenant-Gouverneur, sera Lieutenant-Gouverneur; mais si deux 
personnes, ou plus, obtiennent pour cette mdme place un nombre de 
4 
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voix egal, et que le chiffre des suffrages qu'elles ont ainsi re£us soit 
le plus considerable, Pune d'elles sera immediatement nominee Lieu- 
tenant-Gouverneur par le vote reuni des membres de P Assemble 
Generate. 

Art. 36. Nul ne sera eligible a la place de Gouverneur ou de 
Lieutenant-Gouverneur s'il n'a atteint Page de vingt-huit ans, s'il n'a 
ete citoyen de PEtat pendant quatre ans, et s'il n'y a reside pendant les 
quatre annees qui ont immediatement precede son election. 

Art. 31. Le Gouverneur entrera en fonctions le quatrifeme lundi 
du mois de Janvier qui suivra immediatement son election, et conti- 
nuera a exercer ses devoirs jusqu'au lundi qui suivra immediatement 
le jour que son successeur aura ete declare diunent elu et aura prete 
le serment requis par la Constitution. 

Art. 38. Le Gouverneur ne pourra pas etre reelu pour les quatre 
annees qui suivront Pexpiration de la periode pendant laquelle il aura 
exerce ses fonctions en cette quality. 

Art. 39. Aucun membre du Congres, ni aucune personne remplis- 
sant des fonctions dependant des Etats-Unis, ne sera Eligible a la place 
de Gouverneur ou de Lieutenant-Gouverneur. 

Art. 40. Dans le cas oil le Gouverneur serait mis en accusation, 
ou serait mort ou destitue, ou refuserait ou serait incapable d'etablir 
qu'il remplit les conditions requises pour la place, ou aurait donne sa 
demission, ou se serait absents de PEtat, les attributions et les de- 
voirs de sa place passeront au Lieutenant-Gouverneur pour la periode 
inachevee, ou jusqu'a ce que le Gouverneur, absent ou mis en accu- 
sation, soit de retour ou acquitte. La Legislature devra pourvoir aux 
divers cas de destitution, de mise en accusation, de mort, de demis- 
sion, de non-accomplissement des conditions requises, qui laisseront 
vacantes les places de Gouverneur et de Lieutenant-Gouverneur, et 
indiquer Pofficier qui remplira les fonctions de Gouverneur. Cet 
officier en exercera les devoirs jusqu'a ce que les empSchements 
prtSvus dans cet article aient cesse, ou jusqu'a Pexpiration de la 
periode des quatre annees. 

Art. 41. Le Lieutenant-Gouverneur ou tout autre officier rem- 
plissant les fonctions de Gouverneur, recevra, pendant son adminis- 
tration, le m£me traitement qu'aurait touche le Gouverneur s'il fiit 
reste en place. 

Art. 42. Le Lieutenant-Gouverneur sera, en vertu de sa place, 
President du Senat ; mais il ne pourra voter que pour partager les 
suffrages. Lorsqu'il sera appele a remplacer le Gouverneur, ou qu'il 
ne pourra pas presider le Senat, les Senateurs choisiront parmi eux 
un President par interim. 
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Art. 43. Le Lieutenant-Gouverncur, quand il presidera le Senat, 
recevra une retribution egale a celle qui aura dt6 allou^e pour la 
meme periode a POrateur de la Chambre de Reprdsentants, et pas 
davantage. 

Art. 44. Le Gouverneur a le pouvoir d'accorder des sursis pour 
tout delit commis dans VEtat. A ^exception du cas dHmpeachment, il 
pourra, avec le consentement du Senat, accorder aux parties con- 
damnees leur pardon et la remise de leurs amendes. Dans les cas 
de trahison, il pourra accorder un sursis jusqu'a la fin de la session 
suivante de PAssemble'e Gendrale, laquelle a seule le pouvoir de par- 
donner. 

Art. 45. Le Gouverneur recevra, a certaines epoques determi- 
ners, une retribution qui ne sera ni augmentee ni diminuee durant la 
periode pour laquelle il aura et6 elu. 

Art. 46. Le Gouverneur sera le Commandant en Chef de Parmee 
et de la marine de cet Etat, ainsi que de la milice, excepts le cas ou 
les forces de la Louisiane seraient appele*es au service des Etats-Unis. 

Art. 47. II nommera, avec le concours du Senat, tous les officiers 
dont les fonctions sont dtablies par cette Constitution, et dont le 
mode de nomination n'est pas autrement indique. Cependant la Le- 
gislature aura le droit de prescrire le mode de nomination a toutes 
les autres places cre'e'es par la loi. 

Art. 48. Le Gouverneur a le pouvoir de nommer aux places qui 
deviendront vacantes dans Pintervalle des sessions du S£nat, et dans 
ce cas il accordera des commissions qui expireront a la fin de la 
session suivante, a moins qu'il n'y soit autrement pourvu dans cette 
Constitution. Aucune personne pre'sentde par le Gouverneur et 
rejetde par le Sdnat, ne pourra etre nommde aux memes fonctions 
apres^Pajournement du Se'nat. 

Art. 49. Le Gouverneur peut demander des renseignements par 
ecrit aux officiers du departement executif sur tout ce qui a rapport 
aux devoirs de leurs charges respectives. 

Art. 50. II transmettra de temps a autre a PAssemble'e Gendrale, 
toutes les informations ndcessaires sur la situation de PEtat, et ap- 
pellera son attention sur les mesures qu'il jugera convenables. 

Art. 51. II peut, dans les conjectures extraordinaires, convoquer 
PAssemble'e G^nerale au siege du gouvernement, ou dans une autre 
locality, si Pendroit ou siege le gouvernement est devenu un sejour 
dangereux par le voisinage de Pennemi ou le regne d'une epiddmie. 
Dans le cas ou les deux Chambres scront en disaccord sur Pajourne- 
ment, le Gouverneur peut les proroger a telle epoque qu'il jugera 
convenable, pourvu que la periode ne depasse pas quatre mois. 
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Art. 52. Le Gouverneur veillera a ce que les lois soient fidelement 
executees. 

Art. 53. Tout bill qui aura ete vote par les deux Chambres sera 
soumis au Gouverneur. S'il Papprouve, il y apposera sa signature; 
dans le cas contraire, il le renverra avec ses objections a la Chambre 
ou le projet de loi a pris naissance, et ces objections seront inscrites 
tout au long dans le proces-verbal de la stance. Puis la Chambre 
reprendra le bill on consideration. Si, apres cette nouvelle delibera- 
tion, les deux-tiers de tous les membres elus a ladite Chambre s'en- 
tendent pour voter le bill, le projet de loi sera transmis, avec les 
objections du Gouverneur, a Pautre Chambre, qui a son tour le re- 
prendra en consideration; et si le bill est approuve par les deux-tiers 
de tous les membres elus a la seconde Chambre, le projet deviendra 
loi. Dans ces cas, les membres des deux Chambres voteront par oui 
et par non, et les noms de ceux qui voteront respectivement pour et 
contre le bill, seront inscrits au journal de chaque Chambre. Tout 
bill qui ne sera pas renvoye par le Gouverneur dans les dix jours 
(les dimanches excepted) qui suivront celui oil il aura ete pre*sente, 
deviendra loi comme si le Gouverneur y avait appose sa signature, a 
moins que PAssemblee Generale, en s'ajournant, ait empeche le renvoi 
du bill; dans ce dernier cas, le projet deviendra loi s'il n'est pas 
envoye dans les trois premiers jours de la session suivante. 

Art. 54. Tout ordre, toute resolution ou tout vote qui exige le 
concours des deux Chambres, excepts les propositions d'ajournement, 
sera soumis au Gouverneur et devra etre approuve* par lui avant 
d'etre mis a execution. Si le Gouverneur refuse sa sanction, le vote 
des deux-tiers des membres elus a chaque Chambre de PAssemblee 
Gdn^rale sera necessaire pour maintenir la mesure. 

Art. 55. II y aura un Secretaire d'Etat, qui restera en place pen- 
dant toute la periode pour laquelle le Gouverneur aura ete elu. Les 
archives de PEtat seront deposes et conserves dans les bureaux du 
Secretaire. Cet officier tiendra un registre de tous les actes officiels 
du Gouverneur et les certifiera a Poccasion. II devra, quand il en 
sera requis, soumettre ce registre, ainsi que tous les papiers et cer- 
tificats de son bureau, a Pune ou Pautre Chambre de PAssemblee 
Generale, et remplir tous les autres devoirs qui lui seront comman- 
des par la loi. 

Art. 56. II y aura un Tresorier d'Etat qui restera en fonction 
pendant deux ans. 

Art. 5T. Le Secretaire d'Etat et le Tresorier d'Etat seront elus 
par les votans de PEtat. Dans le cas ou Pune de ces places devien- 
drait vacante par suite de la mort, de la demission, ou de Pabsence 
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du Trdsorier ou du Secretaire d'Etat, le Gouverneur ordonnera une 
election pour remplir la vacance. 

Art. 58. Toutes les commissions seront accordees au nom de 
PEtat de la Louisiane et par son autorite: elles porteront le sceau 
de PEtat et la signature du Gouverneur. 

Art. 59. Les hommes libres blancs de PEtat seront armes et dis- 
cipline's pour la defense du territoire. Ceux a qui leur croyances 
religieuses ne permettent point de porter les armes, n'y seront pas 
contraints, mais ils seront tenus de compenser a prix d'argent la 
perte. de leurs services personnels. 

Art. 60. La Legislature organisera la milice de PEtat sur le pied 
quelle jugera convenable. 

TITRE IV. 

POUVOIR JUDICJAIRE. 

Art. 61. Le pouvoir judiciaire est confie a une Cour Supreme, a 
telles cours infdrieures que la Legislature jugera convenable de 
creer et aux Justices de Paix. 

Art. 62. La Cour Supreme, sauf les cas ci-apres specifics, n'aura 
qu'une juridiction d'appel, laquelle embrassera toutes les affaires ou 
la valeur de Pobjet en litige excedera la somme de trois cents pias- 
tres, et toutes celles ou la constitutionnalitd ou la ldgalitd d'une taxe, 
d'un pelage, d'un impot quelconque, ou bien d'une amende, d'une con- 
fiscation ou d'une pdnalitd infligde par une corporation municipale 
sera mise en question. La juridiction de la Cour Supreme compren- 
dra, en matiere criminelle, la solution des questions de droit seule- 
ment, lorsque le crime impute entraine la peine de mort ou les tra- 
vaux forces, ou encore, lorsque Pamende qui est infligee excede trois 
cents piastres. La Legislature aura le droit de restreindre la juri- 
diction de la Cour Supreme en matiere civile a la solution de ques- 
tions de droit. 

Art. 63. La Cour Supreme se composera d'un Juge President et 
de quatre Juges-Associds, dont la majoritd constituera un quorum. 
Le Juge President recevra un salaire de six mille piastres, et chacun 
des Juges-Associes un salaire de cinq mille cinq cents piastres par 
an, jusqu'a ce qu'il y soit autrement pourvu par la loi. La Cour 
Supreme nommera ses Greffiers. Les Juges de la Cour Supreme 
seront dlus pour une pdriode de dix anndes. 

Art. 64. Le President de la Cour Supreme sera dlu par tous les 
votans de PEtat. La Legislature divisera PEtat en quatre districts 
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et les electeurs de chaque district nommeront un des Juges-Associes. 
L'Etat, jusqu'a ce que la Legislature en ait ordonne' autrement, sera 
divise de la maniere suivante: 

PREMIER DISTRICT. 

Paroisses Plaquemines, St. Bernard, la portion de la paroisse d'Or- 
leans situee sur la rive droite du Mississippi, la portion de la ville de 
la Nouvelle-Orldans comprise au-dessous de la ligne qui s'etend du 
fleuve en suivant le milieu de la rue Julie jusqu'au Canal de la 
Nouvelle-Orleans, et de la en suivant ledit Canal jusqu'au Lac. 

DEUXIEME DISTRICT. 

La portion de la ville de la Nouvelle-Orleans situee au-dessus de 
la ligne qui s'etend du fleuve en suivant le milieu de la rue Julie 
jusqu'au Canal de la Nouvelle-Orleans, et de la en suivant ledit 
Canal jusqu'au Lac ; paroisses Jefferson, St. Jean Baptiste, St. 
Charles, St. Jacques, Ascension, Assomption, Lafourche Interieure, 
Terrebonne, Ouest Baton Rouge, Iberville. 

TROISIEME DISTRICT. 

Paroisses St. Tammany, Washington, Livingston, Ste. Heiene, Est 
Baton Rouge, Est Feliciana, Ouest Feliciana, Pointe Coupee, Avo- 
yelles, Tensas, Concordia, Lafayette, Vermillion, Ste. Marie, St. 
Martin, St. Landry. 

QUATRIEME DISTRICT. 

Paroisses Calcasieu, Rapides, Sabine, Natchitoches, De Soto, Caddo, 
Bossier, Claiborne, Bienville, Caldwell, Union, Ouachita, Morehouse, 
Jackson, Franklin, Catahoula, Madison, Carroll, Winn. 

Art. 65. Le mandat de Pun des Juges-Associe*s expirera a la fin 
de la deuxieme annee; le mandat d'un autre expirera a la fin de la 
quatrienue annee; celui d'un troisieme a la fin de la sixieme annee, et 
celui du quatriemea la fin de la huitieme annee; de sorte que tous 
les deux ans il sera nomine* un Juge de la Cour Supreme. 

Art. 66. Le Secretaire d'Etat, apres avoir recu les bulletins offi- 
ciels de la premiere election, s'occupera imme'diatement, en presence 
de deux Juges de Paix et avec leur co-operation, de determiner, en 
tirant au sort les noms des quatre candidats qui ont obtenu le plus 
grand nombre de voix dans leurs districts respectifs, lequel des 
Juges-Associes devra se retirer a Pexpiration de la deuxieme ann^e, 
lequel a Texpiratioh de la quatrieme annee, lequel a Pexpiration de la 
sixi6me annee, et lequel enfin a Pexpiration de la huitieme annee. Le 
Gouverneur dmettra les commissions selon que le sort aura prononce. 
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Art. 61. Toute vacance qui surviendra dans la Cour Supreme par 
suite de demission ou autrement, sera remplie par une election pour 
la pdriode inachevde. Cependant si cette pdriode ne ddpasse pas une 
annde, le droit de nomination appartiendra au Gouverneur. 

Art. 68. La Cour Supreme siegera a la Nouvelle-Orldans depuis lc 
premier lundi du raois de novembre jusqu'a la fin du mois de juin inclu- 
sivement; la Legislature a le pouvoir d'indiquer les localites ou elle 
devra sidger pendant le reste de Pannee. La Cour Supreme tiendra 
sea sessions comme par le passe* jusqu'a ce qu'il y soit autrement 
pourvu. 

Art. 69. La Cour Supreme, ainsi que chacun des Juges qui la 
composent, a le pouvoir, dans les affaires qui sont du ressort de sa 
juridiction d'appel, d'&nettrc des ordres d' habeas corpus, a la sollicita- 
tion de toute personne arreted en vertu d'un ordre judiciaire. 

Art. 10. La majority des Juges composant la Cour Supreme est 
ndcessaire pour que le tribunal rende un arnjt. Lorsque par suite 
de la recusation d'un ou de plusieurs membres de la Cour, Padhdsion 
de la majority devient impossible, les Juges non recuses auront le 
droit de s'adresser aux Juges des cours inferieures, lesquels seront 
tenus de remplacer les Juges rdcusds et de participer a la decision 
de la cause. 

Art. 11. Les Juges sont, en vertu de leur place, conservateurs 
de la paix dans tout PEtat. Les ordres ou mandats judiciaires seront 
pre'ce'dds de ce titre: "PEtat de la Louisiane." Les poursuites cri- 
minelles seront dirigees " au nom et par Pautorite* de PEtat de PEtat 
de la Louisiane," et seront termine'es par cette formule: " en violation 
de la paix et de la dignite* de PEtat." 

Art. 12. Les Juges de toutes les Cours de cet Etat devront, aussi 
souvent que faire se pourra, dans tout jugement ddfinitif, citer la loi 
en vertu de laquelle le jugement est rendu ; et dans tous les cas ils 
devront exposer les motifs sur lesquels est base* leur jugement. 

Art. 13. Les Juges de toutes les Cours peuvent etre mis en accu- 
sation par voie tfimpeachmefit. Lorque cependant leur faute ne sera 
pas assez grave pour motiver des poursuites aussi rigoureuses, le 
Gouverneur pourra les destituer purement et simplement a la requete* 
des trois-quarts des membres prdsens dans chaque Chambre de PAs- 
semble'e Gdndrale. Dans ces cas, la cause qui a provoque* la destitu- 
tion sera enoncde dans le mdmoire de P Assembled Gendrale et insdree 
au proces-verbal de chacune des Chambres. 

Art. 14. II y aura un Avocat-General pour PEtat et autant d'Avo- 
cats de District qu'il en faudra selon les circonstances. Ces officiers 
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exerceront leurs fonctions pendant quatre annees: la loi reglera leur 
devoirs. 

Art. T5. Les Juges de la Cour Supreme et ceux des Cours infe- 
rieures recevront, a des epoques fixes, un traitement dont le chiffre 
ne ponrra point etre diminue tant que leur mandat ne sera pas expire. 
II leur est defendu de recevoir des honoraires ou toute retribution 
autre que leur traitement pour les devoirs qu'ils sont appeles a 
remplir. 

Art. ?6. La Legislature peut autoriser les Greffiers de Cours a 
emettre tels ordres et a accomplir tels actes qui seront de nature a 
faciliter Padministration de la justice. Neanmoins les pouvoirs qui 
sont ainsi accordes aux Greffiers, devront toujours etre specifies et 
clairement definis. 

Art. T7. Les Juges des diverses Cours inferieures peuvent desti- 
tuer leurs Greffiers pour inconduite officielle. Mais les Greffiers ainsi 
destitues peuvent toujours interjeter appel a la Cour Supreme. 

Art. 78. La juridiction des Juges de Paix en matiere civile sera 
bornee aux reclamations dont la valeur ne depassera pas cent pias- 
tres, non compris Finteret. Appel pourra etre interjete dans les cas 
determines par la loi. Les Juges de Paix seront elus par les votans 
de chaque paroisse, de chaque district ou de chaque arrondissement, 
pour une periode de deux annees, de la maniere qui sera prescrite par 
la loi, et exerceront telle juridiction criminelle qui leur sera egalement 
attribuee par la loi. 

Art. T9. Les Greffiers des Cours inferieures de FEtat seront elus 
par les votans de chaque paroisse, pour une periode de quatre annees. 
S'il se declare une vacance apres Felcction, le Juge de la Cour ou 
cette vacance sera survenue nommera un autre Greffier, et la per- 
sonne ainsi nommee restera en place jusqu'a l'election generale sui- 
vante. 

Art. 80. Un Sherif et un Coroner seront elus dans chaque pa- 
roisse par les votans de ladite paroisse. Ces officiers exerceront leurs 
fonctions pendant une periode de deux annees, a moins qu'ils ne 
soient destitues. La Legislature aura le droit d'augmenter le nom- 
bre des Sherifs dans une paroisse quelconque. Si une paroisse perd 
d'une maniere ou d'une autre, apres Feiection, son Sherif ou son 
Coroner, le Gouverneur nommera a la place vacante, et la personne 
ainsi nommee exercera les fonctions qui lui sont attribuees jusqu'a 
ce que Pelection lui ait donne un successeur. 

Art. 81. Les Juges des differentes Cours inferieurs seront elus 
par les votans de leurs paroisses ou de leurs districts. 
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Art. 82. La Legislature devra fixer Pelcction de tous les Juges a 
une epoque distincte de celle fixee pour toute autre election. 

Art. 83. L'Avocat General sera elu par les votans de PEtat, et les 
Avocats de District par les votans de chaque district, en meme temps 
que le Gouverneur de PEtat. 

Art. 84. La Legislature indiquera de quelle maniere doivent etre 
remplaces, quand survient une vacance quelconque, les Juges infe- 
rieures, PAvocat-General, les Avocats de District et les autres offi- 
ciers dont le mode de remplacement n'est pas indique par la Consti- 
tution. 



TITRE V. 

POURSUITE PAR VOIE D'iMPEACHMENT. 

Art. 85. Le pouvoir d'ordonner les poursuites par voie d'impeach- 
ment est confie a la Chambre des Representans. 

Art. 86. Lorque le Gouverneur, le Lieutenant-Gouverneur, PAvo- 
cat-General, le Secretaire d'Etat, le Tresorier d'Etat et les Juges des 
Cours inferieures (les Juges de Paix exceptes,) seront poursuivis 
par la voie d'impeachment, ils seront traduits devant le Senat que 
presidera en pareille circonstance le Juge-Pre"sident ou le doyen de la 
Gour Supreme. Les Juges de la Cour Supreme, poursuivis par voie 
d'impeachment, seront egalement traduits devant le Senat. Lorsque 
cette derniere Assemblee sera constitute en haute cour de justice, 
les Senateurs devront preter serment, et il ne pourra y avoir de con- 
damnation que moyennant le concours des deux-tiers des Secateurs 
presens. 

Art. 8?. Les poursuites par voie d'impeachment n'entraineront 
d'autre condamnation que la destitution et Pinhabilete a jamais rem- 
plir des fonctions salartees ou honorifiques dependant de PEtat. 
Neanmoins les parties ainsi condamn£es pourront etre poursuivies 
et punies conformement a la loi. 

Art. 88. Les officiers poursuivis par voie d'impeachment ne pour- 
ront pas continuer a exercer leurs fonctions tant que dureront les 
poursuites. II sera fait par qui de droit une nomination provisoire 
pour remplacer, jusqu'au denouement de Paffaire, Pofficier ainsi sus- 
pendu. 

Art. 89. La Legislature devra pourvoir a la mise en accusation, 
au jugement et a la destitution de tous les autres officiers de PEtat, 
soit selon les formes ordinaires soit autrement. 
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T1TRE VI. 

DISPOSITIONS GENERALES. 

Art. 90. Les membres de PAssembtee G£n6rale et tous les offi- 
ciers, avant d'exercer les fouctions qui leur sont attributes; devront 
preter le serment suivant : — 

" Je (A. B.) jure solennellement que je soutiendrai la Constitu- 
tion des Etats-Unis et la Constitution de cet Etat. Je jure que je 
remplirai avec exactitude et impartiality et du mieux qu'il me sera 

possible, les devoirs qui me sont imposes en qualite" de , confor- 

mement a la Constitution et aux lois des Etats-Unis et de cet Etat. 
Je jure en outre solennellement que depuis 1'adoption de la prdsente 
Constitution, moi, citoyen des Etats-Unis, je ne me suis point battu 
en duel dans cet Etat ni hots de cet Etat, avec un citoyen de cet Etat, 
et que je n'ai envoye* ni accepte* aucun cartel pour me battre en duel 
avec un citoyen de cet Etat, ni agi comme temoin en portant un 
cartel, ni aide, conseille* ou assiste qui que ce soit a Poccasion d'un 
duel. Que Dieu me soit en aide" 

Art. 91. Quiconque prendra les armes contre PEtat ou co-op6rera 
avec ses ennemis, ou les favorisera d'une maniere ou d'une autre, 
sera coupable du crime de trahison. Nul ne pourra etre convaincu 
de trahison a moins que deux temoins n'attestent le meme fait, ou 
que la partie accused ne fasse un aveu en pleine audience. ' 

Art. 92. Sera a jamais inhabile a exercer des fonctions salaries 
ou a remplir un poste de confiance dans cet Etat, quiconque aura £te" 
convaincu d'avoir mis en oeuvre des moyens de corruption, pour assu- 
rer son election ou sa nomination. 

Art. 93. Des lois seront faites pour excluro des emplois et priver 
du droit de suffrage tous ceux qui seront a Pavenir convaincus de 
subornation, de parjure, de faux, ou de tout autre crime ou delit 
grave. Le privilege du libre suffrage sera garanti par les lois qui 
reglent les elections et qui d6cr6teront un chatiment proportions a 
la gravite* du delit contre quiconque exercera sur les elections une 
coupable influence au moyen du pouvoir dont il dispose, de la cor- 
ruption, du de'sordre, ou de toute autre facon condamnable. 

Art. 94. Nulle somme ne sera tiree du tre'sor si ce n'est en vertu 
&' allocations expresses faites par la loi; et aucune allocation ne sera 
faite pour plus de deux ans. II sera public tous les ans un etat des 
recettes et depenses des deniers publics, de la maniere que prescrira 
la loi. 

Art. 95. L'Assemblee Gene*rale devra voter les lois qu'elle croira 
nexessaires pour regler les affaires litigieuses soumises a Parbitrage. 
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Art. 96. Tous les officiers exer9ant des fonctions qui dependent 
de I'Etat devront resider dans PEtat, et tous les officiers de district 
ou de paroisse, dans leur district ou dans leur paroisse. lis tien- 
dront leurs bureaux aux endroits indiques par la loi. 

Art. 9t. Tous les officiers civils, sauf le Gouverneur, les Juges 
de la Cour Supreme et les Juges des Cours inferieures, peuvent etre 
destitues a la requete d'une majority des membres des deux Cham- 
bres, k Pexception toutefois de ces officiers dont le mode particulier 
de destitution est indique par la Constitution. 

Art. 98. Dans toutes les elections par le peuple, le vote aura lieu 
au scrutin, et dans toutes les elections faites par le S&iat et la Cham- 
bre des Represent an s, collectivement ou separement, le vote aura 
lieu de vive voix. 

Art. 99. Les membres du Congres, les personnes qui exercent 
des fonctions salaries ou remplissent un poste de confiance, depen- 
dant des Etats-Unis ou d'un Etat quelconque, ou d'une puissance 
etrangere, ne pourront pas etre elus membres de PAssemblee Gene'- 
rale, ou exercer des fonctions salariees ou honorifiques dependant de 
PEtat. 

Art. 100. Les lois, les archives, les procedures judiciaires, les 
deliberations legislatives seront re\ligdes et promulgue*es dans la 
langue dans laquelle est ecrite la Constitution des Etats-Unis. 

Art. 101. Le Secretaire du Senat et le Greffier de la Chambre des 
Repr^sentans, devront savoir Panglais et le francnis, et les membres 
de PAssemblde Generate pourront prendre la parole dans Pune ou 
Pautre chambre, en francais ou en anglais. 

Art. 102. Le pouvoir de suspendre les lois de cet Etat sera exerce 
uniquement par la Legislature eu par son autorite\ 

Art. 103. Toute poursuite criminelle sera basee sur un acte d'ac- 
cusation. L'accuse' devra etre juge publiquement et sans delai par un 
jury impartial de la local ite. II ne sera point force de s'incriminer 
lui-meme; il aura le droit de se deTendre, en personne ou par un con- 
seil, de se faire mettre en presence des temoins et d'exercer les 
moyens de contrainte que possedent les tribunaux pour assurer la 
comparution de ses temoins. 

Art. 104. Toute personne en etat d'arrestation sera admise a four- 
nir un cautionnement, moyennant des garanties suffisantes. Sont 
excepttfes celles qui sont accusees d'un crime capital, alors que la 
preuve du crime est positive ou que les preemptions sont graves, 
et celles qui sont convaincues d'un crime ou delit quelconque en- 
trainant Papplication de la peine de mort ou des travaux forces. Le 
privilege de V habeas corpus ne sera jamais suspendu, sauf le cas d'in- 
vasion ou de revolte lorsque la surete publique le demandera. 
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Art. 105. II ne sera point passe* de lois rdtroactives ni de lois 
portant atteinte a Pinviolabilit($ des con t rats. Les droits acquis 
seront egalement inviolables; il ne sera permis d'y toucher que pour 
des motifs d'utilite' publique, et en accordant prealablement aux 
parties une indemnite suffisante. 

Art. 106. La presse est libre. Les citoyens peuvent exprimer 
librement leurs opinions, par paroles ou par ecrit, sur toutes les 
questions. lis ne sont responsables que de Tabus qu'ils feront de 
cette liberte*. 

Art. 107. Le siege du gouvernement reste fixe a Baton Rouge et 
ne sera pas transports ailleurs sans le consentement des trois-quarts 
des membres de chaque Chambre de PAssemblee Generale. 

Art. 108. L'Etat ne pourra pas souscrire au capital d'une corpo- 
ration ou d'une compagnie d'actionnaires creee ou etablie dans le but 
de faire des operations de banque ou pour toute autre fin que celle 
mentionnec dans Particle suivant, ni faire un pret a cette corpora- 
tion ou a cette compagnie, ni engager sa responsabilite* en leur 
faveur. 

Art. 109. La Legislature aura le pouvoir de venir en aide aux 
compagnies ou aux associations d'individus, formers dans le but 
unique d'exdcuter des travaux d'ameliorations inteneures, situes en 
tout ou en partie dans PEtat, mais seulement jusqu'a concurrence 
d'un cinquieme du capital de ces compagnies, soit en souscrivant au 
capital, soit en leur faisant un pret ou en emettant des bons. Mais 
quand un pareil secours sera accorde, il ne sera pas fait de paiements 
a la compagnie que dans une proportion egale au versement du reste 
du capital par les actionnaires de la compagnie. Lorsque PEtat fera 
un pret, la Legislature devra exiger des garanties suffisantes, de 
telle maniere qu'elle croira con ven able. 

Aucune corporation et aucune association d'individus recevant des 
secours de PEtat, comme il est ci-dessus mentionnd, ne possedera le 
privilege de faire des operations de banque ou d'escompte. 

Art. 110. L'Etat ne contractera point d'engagement comme ci- 
dessus mentionne*, s'il n'y est autorise* par une loi, et si ce n'est pour 
une entreprise ou un but unique, clairement determine* dans la loi. 
Cette loi devra etre votee par la majority des membres elus aux deux 
Chambres de PAssemblee Generale. Le chiffre total de la dette et 
des engagements que PEtat pourra contracter dans Pavenir, en ver- 
tu de cet article et de celui qui precede, n'excedera a aucune epoque 
la somme de huit millions de piastres. 

Art. 111. Toutes les fois que la Legislature contractera, pour 
tout autre motif que celui de repousser une invasion ou de repriiner 
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une insurrection, une dette dont le montant excedera cent mille pias- 
tres, elle sera tenue de pourvoir, dans la loi qui cree la dette, au 
moyen d'en acquitter les interets et de rembourser le principal a 
Pexhdance. Cette loi ne pourra pas etre abrogee avant que le prin- 
cipal et les intdrets aient ete integralement acquitted, et a raoins que 
la loi qui Pabroge ne ddcrete quelque autre moyen pleinement suffi- 
sant pour dteindre le principal et Pinteret de la dette. 

Art. 112. La Legislature devra pourvoir au transfert des affaires 
civiles et criminelles d'une juridiction a une autre. 

Art. 113. Aucune loterie ne sera autorisee par PEtat. La vente 
et Pachat des billets de loterie dans les limites de cet Etat sont 
interdits. 

Art. 114. Aucun divorce de sera accorde par la Legislature. 
Art. 115. Les lois dtfcretees par la Legislature ne pourront em- 
brasser qu'un seul objet, lequel sera exprime* dans le titre. 

Art. 116. Aucune loi ne sera reraise en vigueur ou amendee par 
la simple indication du titre. La loi ainsi remise en vigueur, ou 
la section ainsi amendee, devra etre de nouvcau ddcrdtee et publiee 
tout au long. 

Art. lit. La Legislature n'adoptera jamais un systeme de droit 
ou de code de lois en indiquant d'une maniere generate ledit sys- 
teme ou ledit code. Elle doit, dans tous les cas, specifier les diverses 
dispositions quelle veut ddcrdter. 

Art. 118. Les corporations possedant le privilege de faire les 
operations de banque ou d'escompte peuvent etre creees soit par des 
lois speciales, soit en vertu de lois generates. La Legislature devra, 
dans Pun et Pautre cas, ordonner Penr^gistrement de tous les billets 
qui seront emis ou jetds dans la circulation comme equivalent du 
numeraire. Elle exigera aussi des garanties suffisantes pour le ra- 
chat de ces billets en especes. 

Art. 119. La Legislature n'aura pas le pouvoir de sanctionner 
d'une maniere quelconque, directement ou indirectement, la suspen- 
sion des paiements en especes, soit par un individu, soit par une 
association ou une corporation qui emet des billets de banque d'une 
nature quelconque. 

Art. 120. Dans le cas ou une banque ou une association, faisant 
les operations de banque, serait en faillite, les ddtenteurs de billets 
auront le privilege d'etre payes avant les autres creanciers. 

Art. 121. La Legislature aura le droit de voter telles lois qu'elle 
jugera ndcecsaires pour venir en aide a la Banque des Citoyens, ou 
la rdtablir: les lois deja votees dans ce but sont pleinement ratifiees. 
La banque restera cependant soumise aux restrictions contenues 
dans les articles 119 et 120 de cette Constitution. 
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Art. 122. Nul ne remplira ou n'exercera a la fois plus d'une 
place civile salariee, sauf celle de Juge de Paix. 

Art. 123. L'impot sera egal et uniforme dans tout PEtat. Tous 
les biens sur lesquels Pimpot est preleve, seront taxes en proportion 
de leur valeur, laquelle sera de'terminde de la maniere indique'e par 
la loi. Aucune classe de proprietes ne sera grevee d'un impot plus 
onereux qu'une autre classe de proprietds d'egale valeur sur ]esquelles 
sera prelevde une taxe. La Legislature a le droit de percevoir une 
taxe sur le revenu, et de frapper d'un impot toute personne exercant 
un metier, une industrie ou une profession quelconque. 

Art. 124. Les citoyens de la Nouvelle-Orleans ont le droit de 
nommer les divers officiers publics necessaires a Padrainistration et a 
la police de la ville couformement au mode d'election prescrit par la 
Legislature. Neanmoins le Maire et les Recorders sont ineligibles a 
PAssemblee Generate. Le Maire, les Recorders, les Aldermen et les 
Assistants- Aldermen recevront du Gouverneur une commission comme 
Juges de Paix, et la Legislature pourra lour attribucr telle juridic- 
tion criminelle qu'elle jugera necessaire pour la repressisn des delits 
secondaires et qu'exigeront la police et le maintien de Pordre dans la 
ville. 

Art. 125. La Legislature dtJterminera par la loi dans quels cas 
les officiers continueront a exercer leurs fonctions jusqu'a ce que 
leurs successeurs les remplacent regulierement. 

Art. 126'. Tout citoyen de cet Etat qui, apres Padoption de cette 
Constitution, se battra en duel avec un citoyen de cet Etat, ou en- 
verra ou acceptera un cartel pour se battre en duel avec un citoyen 
de cet Etat, soit dans PEtat, soit hors de PEtat, ou qui agira comme 
t^moin, ou qui sciemment aidera d'une maniere quelconque les per- 
sonnes engagees dans un duel, ne pourra occuper aucune place sala- 
ried ni aucun poste de confiance, et sera prive 1 du droit de suffrage. 
Tout officier de PEtat, tout membre de PAssemblee Gendralc, ou toute 
autre personne remplissant des fonctions salarides ou un poste de 
confiance,, en vertu de cette Constitution et des lois qui en dependent, 
deviendra, ipso facto, inhabile a rester en place, du moment qu'il aura 
commis le delit prevu dans cet article. La Legislature indiquera de 
quelle maniere cette dechdance sera constatee. 

Art. 121. La Legislature, moyennant le consentement des Etats- 
Unis, a le droit d'etendre Pautorite de cette Constitution et la juri- 
diction de cet Etat a tout territoire acquis par un traitd avec un 
autre Etat ou avec les Etats-Unis. 
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Art. 128. Aucune partie des terree concedees par lo Congres a 
PEtat de la Louisiane pour lui permettrc de construire des levees et 
autres travaux necessaires au dessechement des terrains inondes de 
PEtat, ne sera distraite pour etre appliquee a un autre but. 

Art. 129. La Constitution et les lois de cet Etat seront promul- 
guees en anglais et en francais. 

TITRE VII. 

AMELIORATIONS INTERIEURES. 

Art. 130. II y aura un Bureau des Travaux Publics, lequel se 
coraposera de quatre Commissaires. L'Etat sera divise par la Legis- 
lature en quatre districts comprenant, autant que possible, un nornbre 
egal d'electeurs: les votants de chacun de ces districts eliront chacun 
un Commissaire pour une penode de quatre annees. Deux Commis- 
saires, designes par le sort, sur les quatre qui seront d'abord elus, 
devront se retirer a Pexpiration de la seconde annee. 

Art. 131. L' Assembled Generate, a sa premiere session apres 
Padoption de cette Constitution, devra pourvoir a Pelection et a la 
retribution des Commissaires ainsi qu'a Porganisation du Bureau. Les 
Commissaires qui seront d'abord elus se reuniront au jour fixe* par la 
loi et tireront au sort pour determiner Pordre dans lequel expirera 
leur mandat. 

Art. 132. Les Commissaires exerceront une surveillance active 
et constante sur tous les travaux publics ou PEtat est interessd, hor- , 
mis ceux qui sont executes par des compagnies d'actionnaires. lis 
communiqueront de temps a autre a PAssemblee Gdnerale leurs vues 
sur les travaux publics, et suggereront les mesures qu'ils croiront 
les plus propres a realiser avantageusement le but auquel sont des- 
tinees les terres inondees que les Etats-Unis ont concedees a cet Etat. 
lis nommeront tous les officiers necessaires aux travaux publics et 
exerceront tous autres devoirs qui leur seront imposes par la loi. 

Art. 133. Les Commissaires pourront etre destitues par le vote 
de la majorite de tous les membres dlus a chaque Chambre de PAs- 
semblee Gene'rale; le motif de la destitution devra etre inscrit au 
journal de chaque Chambre. 

Art. 134. L'Assemblee Gen^rale aura le pouvoir, moyennant le 
concours des trois-cinquiemes des membres elus a chaque Chambre, 
d'abolir le Bureau des Travaux Publics, quand elle jugera que ce 
Bureau n'est plus necessaire. 
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TITRE VIII. 

INSTRUCTION PUBLIQUE. 

Art. 135. II sera elu un Surintendant de PInstruction Publique 
qui exercera ses fonctions pendant une pdriode de deux annees. Sea 
devoirs seront presents par la loi, et il recevra un traitement que 
fixera la Legislature. Neanmoins PAssemblee Generale pourra, par 
un vote de la majority des membres dlus aux deux Chambres, abolir 
la place de Surintendant de PInstruction Publique, quand elle jugera 
que cette place n'est plus ndcessaire. 

Art. 136. L'Assemblee Gdndrale dtablira des ecoles gratuites et 
publiques dans tout PEtat, et devra pourvoir a leur entretien au 
moyen d'une taxe generale sur les propriety ou autrement. Le mon- 
tant ainsi pei^u ou obtenu de toute autre facon, sera distribue 
entre les diffe rentes paroisses proportionnellement au nombre d'en- 
fants libres et blancs qu'elles renfermeront, et de Page indiqud par 
PAssemblee Generale. 

Art. 131. Le produit de toutes les terres concedees jusqu'A, ce 
moment par le Congres des Etats-Unis i\ cet Etat pour Pentretien des 
ecoles; celui de toutes les terres qui pourront dans Pavenir etre con- 
cedees ou leguees a PEtat, sans destination expresse, et dont PEtat 
pourra plus tard disposer, ainsi que le produit des successions echues 
a PEtat, conformement a la loi, resteront en la possession de PEtat a 
titre de pret et formeront une rente perpdtuellc dont PEtat acquittera 
annuellement Pinteret k raison de six pour cent. Cet intdret, joint a 
celui rcmis par les Etats-Unis a cot Etat, a titre de depot, en vertu 
d'une loi du Congres du 23 juin 1836, sera affecte, ainsi que la tota- 
lity de la rente des terres non vendues, k Pentretien des ecoles pu- 
bliques, et cette allocation restera inviolable. 

Art. 138. Le revenu provenant de la vente de toute terre accor- 
dee jusqu'a ce moment k cet Etat par le Gouvernement Federal, pour 
Pentretien d'une maison d'education, que la vente ait deja eu lieu ou 
qu'elle s'accomplisse plus tard, ainsi que le revenu provenant d'une 
donation quelconque faite a PEtat dans le but ci-dessus indiqud, for- 
mera une rente perpdtuelle dont Pinteret, a raison de six pour cent 
par an, sera applique* a Pentretien d'une institution destinee aux pro- 
gres de la litterature, des arts et des sciences. La Legislature ne 
pourra voter aucune loi pour appliquer les fonds ci-dessus mentionnds 
a un autre but que la creation et Pamdlioration de Pinstitution 
susdite. 

Art. 139. L'Universite de la Louisiane, situee a la Nouvelle-Or- 
ldans, sera maintenue telle qu'elle est maintenant dtablie. 
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Art. 140. Da Legislature pourra voter les lois* quelle jugera nd- 
cessaires pour rdglementer ulteneurement PUniversite et favoriser les 
progres de la litterature et de la science; elle ne sera cependant 
pas obligee de concourir par subvention a Pentretien de PUniversite'- 

TITRE IX. 

revision de la constitution. 

Art. 141. Tout amendement a cette Constitution peutetre propose 
au Sdnat ou a la Chambre des Respresentants. Si Pamendernent est 
accepts par les deux-tiers des membres elus dans chaque Chambre, il 
sera insert au proces-verbal avec le vote par oui et par non, et le Se- 
cretaire d'Etat le fera publier en anglais et en francais trois mois 
avant Pelection generate des Representants a la Legislature, dans un 
journal au moins, dans toutes les paroisses de PEtat ou il se publie 
un journal. L'amendement ainsi propose sera ensuite soumis au 
peuple a Pelection general e suivante, et s'il est approuve et rating 
par la majorite* des eleeteurs, il fera des lors partie de la Constitution. 
Si plusieurs amendements sont proposes en meme temps, ils seront 
soumis au peuple de manicre a ce que les eleeteurs puissent voter 
pour ou centre chaque amendement separement. 

•TITRE X. 

DISPOSITIONS TRANSITOIRES. 

Art. l42i. La Constitution de mil-huit-cent-quar ante-cinq est rem- 
placde par la prdsente Constitution. Afin quelle soit mise en vigueur, 
il est decrdte ce qui suit: 

Art. 143. Tous les droits, toutes les actions, toutes les poursuites, 
toutes les reclamations et tous les contrats, tant des individus que 
des corporations, ainsi que toutes les lois en vigueur au moment de 
Padoption de cette Constitution et qui n'y sont pas contraires, reste- 
ront en force comme si cette Constitution n'eut pas ete adoptee. 

Art. 144. Afin qu'il ne rdsulte aucun prejudice pour le service 
public de la mise en vigueur de cette Constitution, aucun service ne 
sera interrompu, et les lois de PEtat relatives aux devoirs des divers 
officiers exdeutifs, judiciaires et militaires resteront en pleine vigueur, 
bien que contraires a cette Constitution. Les divers officiers de 
PEtat rempliront leurs devoirs respectifs conformement aux lois exis- 
tantes jusqu'a Porganisation du gouvernement cy£6 par cette Consti- 
tution, et jusqu'a Pinstallation des officiers qui seront nommes sous 
le nouveau gonvernement. 
6 
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Art. 145. Les nominations dependant, en vertu de cette Consti- 
tution, du pouvoir exdcutif, seront faites par le Gouverneur qui sera 
elu sous Pempire de ladite Constitution. 

Art. 146. La Legislature devra pour voir au transfert de toutes 
les causes pre*sentement pendantes devant la Cour Supreme et les 
autres Cours de PEtat, sous Pempire de la Constitution de 1845, dans 
les Cours creees par cette Constitution ou qui le seront en vertu de 
quelques-unes de ses dispositions. 

Art. 147. La p^riode de service de tous les officiers nommes par 
le peuple a la premiere election qui aura lieu sous Pempire de cette 
Constitution, expirera comme si Pelection avait ete tenue le premier 
lundi de novembre 1851, et que ces officiers eussent commence! a 
exercer leurs fonctions a Pepoque qui vient d'etre indiquee. Les Se* 
nateurs de la premiere classe, ddsignes dans Particle 17, conserveront 
leur mandat jusqu'a la cloture des elections gendrales au mois de 
novembre 1853; et ceux de la seconde classe exerceront leurs fonc- 
tions jusqu'a la cloture des elections generates en novembre 1855. 

Art. 148. La premiere election des Juges de la Cour Supreme 
aura lieu le premier lundi d'avril prochain (1853,) et ils entreront en 
fonction le premier lundi de mai 1853. 

Art. 149. La premiere penode de service des Avocats de District 
et des Greffiers des Cours inf^rieures qui doivent etre etablies en 
vertu de cette Constitution, sera r^glee d'apres la p^riode do service 
du premier Gouverneur, de sorte qu'une nouvellc election pour la 
designation de ces officiers aura lieu le premier lundi de novembre 
1855. 

TITKE XI. 

ORDONNANCE. 

Art. 150. Immddiatement apres Pajournement de la Convention, 
le Gouverneur publiera une proclamation dans laquelle il ordonnera 
aux divers officiers de PEtat autorise's par la loi a organiser Pelection 
des membres de PAssemblee Gendrale, d'ouvrir un scrutin dans cha- 
que paroisse de PEtat, aux endroits indiques par la loi, le premier 
mardi de novembre prochain, pour consulter le peuple de PEtat sur 
Padoption ou le rejet de cette Constitution. II sera du devoir de ces 
officiers de recevoir le vote de tous ceux qui, en vertu de Pancienne 
Constitution, avaient le droit de voter, et de tous ceux qui le posse- 
dent en vertu de la presente Constitution. Chaque electeur formu- 
lera son opinion en ddposant dans une boite distincte affectee exclu- 
sivement a cet usage un bulletin ou seront Merits ces mots: " Consti- 
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tution acceptee," ou ceux-ci: "Constitution rejet^e," ou bien tout 
autre terme exprimant clairement Pintention de Pdlecteur. A la clo- 
ture de cette election, qui aura lieu sous tous les rapports comme 
une election generate d'Etat, les commissaires qui y auront preside 
examineront avec soin et compteront tous les bulletins deposes, puis 
ils en transmettront le rdsultat au Secretaire d'Etat conform^ment 
aux dispositions de la loi actuelle sur les Elections. 

Art. 151. Lorsque le rapport des commissaires sera recu, ou le 
cinquifcme lundi de novembre si le rapport ir*est pas re9u plus tdt, il 
sera du devoir du Gouverneur, du Secretaire d'Etat, de PAvocat- 
General e£ du Tresorier d'Etat, de depouiller, en presence de tous 
ceux qui voudront assister a cette operation, les votes donnds pour 
Padoption ou le rejet de la Constitution. S'il r^sulte du rapport des 
commissaires qu'une majority des suffrages recus est .en faveur de la 
ratification de la Constitution, le Gou^erne-nr devra Pannoncer dans 
une proclamation, et cette Constitution seraxles lors la Constitution 
de PEtat de la Louisiane. Mais que cette Constitution soit acceptde 
ou rejetee, il sera du devoir du Gouverneur de faire publier dans le 
journal ofliciel de la Convention le r^sultat de Pappel au peuple, avec 
le nombre de voix donnees dans chaqjue paroisse pour ou contre la 
Constitution. 

Art. 152. Si le peuple accepte oette Constitution, il sera dgale- 
ment du devoir du Gouverneur de publier une proclamation dans la- 
quelle il ddclarera que la prdsente Legislature elue en vertu de Pan- 
cienne Constitution est dissoute, et ordonnera aux divers officiers de 
PEtat autorisds par la loi a organiser Pelection des membres de PAs- 
semblde Generate, d'appeler le peuple au scrutin, aux endroits indi- 
ques par la loi, le quatrieme lundi de decembre prochain (1852) 
pour el ire un Gouverneur, un Lieutenant-Gouverneur, les membrs 
de P Assemble Generate, le Secretaire d'Etat, PAvocat Gen£rale, le 
Tresorier d'Etat et le Surintendant de Pinstruction publique. Cette 
election aura lieu et le rapport en sera fait conformement aux lois 
actuelles sur les elections d'Etat. 

Art. 153. L'Assemblee Gdndrale elue en vertu de cette Constitu- 
tion se rdunira a la Maison d'Etat, a Baton Rouge, le troisieme lundi 
de Janvier 1853. Le Gouverneur et le Lieutenant-Gouverneur £lus 
a la meme dpoque entreront en fonctions dans la premiere semaine 
de la session des Chambres, et devront etre installs avant que PAs- 
semblee Generate puisse proceder a ses travaux. 

Art. 154. Toutes les publications ordonn£es dans cette Constitu- 
tion auront lieu dans le journal officiel de la Convention. 
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Art. 155. Cette Constitution sera publiee en francais et en an- 
glais dans le journal officiel de la Csnvention, a partir du jour de 
Pajournement jusqu'au premier mardi de novembre 1852. 

Fait a Baton Rouge, le trente-et-unieme jour du mois de juillet, de 
Pannee de notre Seigneur mil-huit-cent-cinquante-deux. 

(Signd) DUNCAN F. KENNER, 

President de la Convention. 
(SignS) J. B. WALTON, 

Secretaire de la Convention. 
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